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Biblical  Institute  ^^<^  ^ 
;      Declares  Lincoln,:^ 
Did  Profess  Fai 


EVANSTON,  111.,  Feb.  11.— (U.P.) 
— Biographers  who  claim  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  did  not  embrace  the 
Christian  faith  are  wrong,  the  Gar- 
rett Biblical  Institute  of  Evaneton 
declared  today. 

Historical  proof  is  offered  by  the 
institute  in  the  seminary's  archives. 

Documents  indicate  that  Bishop 
Matthew  Simpson,  former  president 
of  Garrett,  was  a  personal  friend  of 
Lincoln  who  gave  the  eulogy  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War  President's 
burial  at  Springfield,  IlL 

The  seminary's  finding*  stated 
that,  while  Lincoln  did  not  join  any 
church,  yet,  according  to  Bishop 
Simpson's  sermon  at  the  Emanci- 
pator's funeral,  he  was  revealed  as 
a  lover  of  the  Bible  and  its  precepts. 

"When  I  became  President  I  did 
not  love  Htm;  when  God  took  my 
son  I  was  greatly  impressed,  but  still 
I  did  not  love  Him;  but  when  I  stood 
upon  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg 
I  gave  my  heart  to  Christ,  and  I  can 
now  say  that  I  do  love  the  Savior," 
Lincoln  is  quoted  in  the  seminary 
records  as  saying  in  reply  to  a  min- 
ister's question. 
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January  24,  1933 


Mre.  J.  Henry  Uetiser 
1314  Brown  Hotel 
Louisville,  Kentufiky 

My  deer  Medaai 

11:atnk  you  vary  mowh  for  the  farther  Inforrantlon 
which  you  h/^Ta  went  relet Ixig  to  theLincoln  Items. 

If  you  will  he  willing  to  piece  a  price  upon  these 
■MUintos,  we  will  advise  you  whether  or  not  we  are  Interestsd. 

If  you  will  give  us  more  In  detf'il  about  your 
interests  li^  Kentuc^ane,  It  oiey  be  possible  for  ma  to  toske 
some  exchange  thsit  will  be  of  belief  It  to  us  both. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
LMTiLH  Lincoln  Historical  l^searoh  Foundation 
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February  6i  1533 


i 


Mrt.  J»  H.  Hetxsor 

1314  Brown  Hotel 

I  oui  btI  ^  T  e ,  Ken t-ac^cy 

I  hftir«  been  lnt<!?yeft*d  In  yo^ir  letter 
and  note  yonr  wtfilni^ess  to  dlepote  of  the  Lincoln  items 
(KrA  the  price  yon  hav©  placed  upon  them. 

We  ebonld  hei  very  glad  to  aiak©  note  of 
thif  and  while  we  wtnjid  not  care  to  eeeure  thera 
oi-rgelTei,  possibly  we  m!^it  direct  lomeone  to  yon 

who  wauld  like  tc  have  theee  Itetae, 

We  do  not  acquire  anything  here  wt  tM« 
library  except  ©xaluilwely  Lincoln  Iteme. 

Possibly  you  mig^.t  write  to  the  State 
Historical  Society  at  Indianapolif,  e^out  yo-r 
Gowernor  Jennings  cnrlo,  at  they  raight  be  interested* 

Tfeank  yon  very  woch  for  eal""  Ing  to  rrgr 
attention  these  Items  which  you  haTe# 

Very  sincerely  yotirt, 

Director 
LilWjEB  Lincoln  Historical  Kesearch  Foundation 
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Mrs.  J.Henry  Heuser 
Brown  Hotel 
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THE  LENCOLNS  AND  THE  METHODIST  CLERGY 


Carlisle  once  said,  "The  religion  of 
a  man  is  the  chief  fact  concerning 
him."    If  this  be  true  it  is  quite  im- 

Eortant  to  observe  the  contacts  of  the 
lincoln  family  ■with  ministers  of  var- 
ious faiths.  The  Methodist  Church 
presents  an  interesting  and  impres- 
sive group  of  clergymen  who  greatly 
influenced  Lincoln  directly  and  indi- 
rectly; Benjamin  Ogden,  Jesse  Head, 
Greorge  L.  Rogers,  Peter  Cartright, 
and  Matthew  Simpson. 

Jesse  Head 

In  the  community  where  Thomaa 
Lincoln  grew  to  msmhood  and  where 
Nancy  Hanks  was  living  in  the  home 
of  her  Uncle  Richard  Berry,  there  also 
resided  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
faith  by  the  name  of  Jesse  Head.  He 
was  bom  in  Frederick  County,  Mary- 
land, on  June  10,  1768,  and  as  early  as 
1797  he  had  arrived  in  Kentucky. 

The  Washington  County  Court  on 
February  7,  1803,  authorized  him  to 
"solemnize  the  rites  of  matrimony" 
and  three  years  later  on  June  12,  he 
served  as  officiating  clergyman  at  the 
wedding  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy 
Hanks,  two  yoimg  people  whom  he  had 
known  personally  for  many  years.  The 
duly  recorded  certificate  of  the  mar- 
riage he  performed  for  the  future  par- 
ents of  Abraham  Lincoln  may  be  ob- 
served in  the  clerk's  office  of  the 
Washington  County,  Kentucky,  court- 
house. 

Benjamin  Ogden 

"The  First  Western  Cavalier"  is  the 
title  given  to  Benjamin  Ogden  by 
Redford,  a  Methodist  historian  of  note 
who  wrote,  "His  name  was  the  syno- 
nym of  courage  and  suffering.  He  had 
alone  traversed  the  wilds,  swum  its 
rivers  and  encountered  difficulty  and 
danger."  In  1786,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two, Ogden  was  the  only  preacher 
in  Kentucky  named  in  the  mmutes  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

After  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy 
Hanks  were  married  by  Jesse  Head  in 
Washington  Coimty  they  moved  im- 
mediately to  Elizabethtown  where 
Thomas  Lincoln  had  already  been 
closely  associated  with  Ben  Ogden  who 
had  been  living  in  Elizabethtown  for 
many  years.  Like  most  of  the  early 
ministers,  he  supplemented  his  relig- 
ious work  with  manual  labor.  Ogden 
followed  the  occupation  of  cabinet 
maker.  Thomas  Lincoln  was  closely 
associated  with  him  as  their  names  ap- 
pear together  on  many  documents.  As 
early  as  the  year  1800,  Ogden  was  in 
Elizabethtown  and  for  the  next  few 
years  joined  more  young  people  in 
matrimony  than  any  of  the  ministers 
in  the  county.   On  March  13,  1806,  he 


officiated  at  the  wedding  of  Daniel 
Johnston  and  Sarah  Bush.  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston  later  became  the  step- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

George  L.  Rogers 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  Lincoln  to 
his  second  wife,  the  widow  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston,  waa  solemnized  on  De- 
cember 2, 1819,  in  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 
tucky, by  Rev.  George  L.  Rogers.  It 
is  important  to  note  that  on  both  oc- 
casions when  a  marriage  was  antici- 
pated by  Sarah,  she  sought  out  a 
Methodist  clergyman  to  perform  the 
ceremony,  indicating  that  she  was 
closely  associated  with  this  church 
body  if  not  affiliated  with  it. 

Rogers  was  bom  in  Farquier  Coun- 
ty, Vir|:inia,  on  April  30,  1793.  After 
migratmg  to  Kentucky  he  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  by  Marcus  Lindsey 
and  an  elder  by  Bishoj)  Soule.  He  pro- 
duced credentials  of  ms  ordination  on 
February  2,  1819,  which  gave  him 
the  authority  to  "celebrate  the  rites 
of  matrimony"  and  that  same  year  of- 
ficiated at  the  Lincoln-Johnston  wed- 
ding. Rogers  was  termed  a  local 
preacher  and  followed  the  trade  of 
wheelwright  and  chair  maker.  He 
Lived  to  be  ninety-nine  years  of  age. 

Peter  Cartright 

No  name  among  Lincoln's  early  po- 
litical opponents  has  become  more  fa- 
miliar than  that  of  Peter  Cartright. 
He  was  probably  known  to  Lincoln's 
father  and  mother  as  he  preached  for 
a  while  in  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky in  1805,  as  is  evident  from  this 
record  which  appears  on  the  county 
order  book  of  that  year. 

"On  the  motion  of  Peter  Cartright, 
a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  he  having  made  oath  and 
with  Samuel  Poter  and  Jesse  Head, 
his  security  executed  and  acknow- 
ledged bond  as  the  law  directs  a  tes- 
timonial is  granted  him  to  solemnize 
the  rites  of  marriage." 

Lincoln  first  encountered  the  Metho- 
dist circuit  rider  when  they  were  both 
candidates  for  the  Legislatiire  from 
Sangamon  County  in  1832.  This  time 
Cartright  was  one  of  the  four  success- 
ful candidates  while  Lincobi  failed  to 
place  among  the  four  men  to  be  elect- 
ed. It  was  in  1846,  however,  when  the 
real  battle  for  political  supremacy 
was  waged  between  Lincoln  and  Cart- 
right, this  time  Lincoln  being  the  suc- 
cessful candidate.  This  interesting 
contest  has  been  kept  alive  in  the 
memories  of  the  people  by  the  tradi- 
tional story  which  claims  that  during 
the  Congressional  race  Lincoln  at- 
tended a  religious  meeting  in  which 
Cartright,    the    minister,    asked    how 


many  wanted  to  go  to  heaven.  Lin- 
coln not  replsdng  in  the  affirmative, 
Cartright  asked  him  where  he  wanted 
to  go.  "To  Congress,"  Lincoln  ans- 
wered. 

Methodist  Ministers  Committee 

While  Lincoln  was  personally  ac- 
quainted witlx  several  Methodist  cler- 
gymen he  was  on  one  occasion  visited 
by  a  committee  of  Methodist  minis- 
ters from  a  conference  assembled  in 
Philadelphia.  To  their  address  of  as- 
surance of  the  unfaltering  support  of 
Methodists,  Lincoln  replied: 

"Gentlemen. 

"In  response  to  your  address,  allow 
me_  to  attest  the  accuracy  of  its  his- 
torical statements;  indorse  the  senti- 
ipents  it  expresses;  and  thank  you,  in 
the  nation's  name  for  the  sure  promise 
it  gives. 

"Nobly  sustained  as  the  government 
has  been  by  all  the  churches,  I  would 
utter  nothing  which  might,  in  the 
least,  appear  invidious  against  any. 
Yet,  without  this,  it  may  fairly  be 
said  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  not  less  devoted  than  the  best, 
is  by  its  greater  numbers,  the  most 
important  of  all.  It  is  no  fault  in 
others  that  the  Methodist  Church 
sends  more  soldiers  to  the  field,  more 
nurses  to  the  hospital,  and  more 
prayers  to  Heaven  than  any.  God  bless 
the  Methodist  Church — bless  all  the 
churches — and  blessed  be  God,  who,  in 
this  our  great  trial,  giveth  us  the 
churches. 

"A.  Lincoln" 

Matthew  Simpson 

The  most  distinguished  of  all  the 
Methodist  clergymen  with  whom  Lin- 
coln came  in  contact  was  Bishop  Simp- 
son. His  acquaintance  with  the  Presi- 
dent began  in  Illinois  and  he  was  a 
frequent  visitor  at  the  White  House 
during  the  war.  On  occasions  Bishop 
Simpson  was  called  into  conferences 
with  the  President  and  at  the  opening 
of  the  Sanitary  Fair  in  Philadelphia, 
President  Lincoln  requested  that  the 
Bishop  represent  him  and  give  the 
opening  address. 

Bishop  Simpson  delivered  the  clos- 
ing eulogy  of  a  long  series  of  tributes 
which  had  been  paid  to  the  departed 
Lincoln.  He  seems  to  have  been  se- 
lected for  this  office  as  America's  out- 
standing clergyman  who  was  closely 
associated  with  the  President.  The 
closing  words  of  Bishop  Simpson's  fu- 
neral oration  over  the  body  of  Lincoln 
follow: 

"We  crown  thee  as  our  martyr,  and 
Humanity  enthrones  thee  as  her  tri- 
umphant son.  Hero,  martyr,  friend, 
farewell." 
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Document  Revealed  Lincoln 
Joined  Religious  Organization 


By  J.  R.  ANDERSON 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.,  Feb.  11  (Wide 
World) — Abraham  Lincoln  became  a 
member  of  a  religious  organization 
shortly  before  his  death,  says  Will- 
iam H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  historian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long 
discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's  career, 
rownsend  made  public  a  document 
that    Lincoln    was    made    a 


(Photo   by  Wide   World) 

SHEDS  LIGHT  ON  LINCOLN'S  RELIGIOUS  SIDE— Documentstating 

node  public  by  William  H.  Townsend  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  stateshfe  director  of  the  Missionary  So- 
hat  Abraham  Lincoln  was  made  a  life  director  of  the  Mis-ciety  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
iionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church  shortly  before  he  died.Church  in  1863,  about  two  years  be- 

• — —  fore  he  was  assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  membership," 
Townsend  said,  "constitutes  the  only 
actual  affiliation  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  any  church  organiza- 
tion. Until  its  discovery,  all  biogra- 
phers had  agreed  Lincoln  had  never 
joined  any  church  or  religious  or- 1 
ganization." 
Townsend,  Lexington  attorney  and  cate. 

author  of  several  books  about  Lin-  ( 

coin,  said  he  acquired  the  record 
several  years  ago  from  an  attic  in 
a  Springfield,  O.,  home  of  a  imion 
soldier. 
The  certificate  says: 
"This  certifies  that  His  Excellency, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Prest.  of  U.S.A.,  Is 
constituted  a  life  director  of  the 
mis.sionary  society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  payment 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,  president"  and  "David  Terry, 
secretary."  It  is  not  dated. 


Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  published  in 
1864  for  actvities  of  the  previous 
year.  In  this  report,  he  said,  is  a 
notation  that  Lincoln  contributed 
$150  to  the  group  and  was  made 
a  life  director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elematcd  to  a 
life  manager  of  the  society,  Town- 
send  said. 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  later  William  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the, 
7th  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  also' 
known  as  the  Union  Light  Guard. 
This  unit  was  organized  in  1863  by 
100  men  and  was  assigned  to  guard 
the  President  and  the  White  House. 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge  of 
detail  stationed  much  of  the  time 
in  the  executive  mansion,  beginning 
in  1864.  After  Lincoln's  death  Mrs. 
Lincoln  gave  him  the  framed  certifi- 


Historian  Declares  Lincoln 
Was  Church  Society  Member 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.,  Feb.  11 
(Wide  World) — Abraham  Lincoln 
became  a  member  of  a  religious 
organization  before  his  death,  says 
William  H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  his- 
torian. 

Townsend  marie  public  a  docu 
ment  stating  that  Lincoln  was 
made  a  life  director  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1863,  about 
two  years  before  he  was  assassi- 
nated. 

"This     certificate     of     mem- 
bership," Townsend  said,  "con- 
stitutes the  only  actual  affili- 
ation   between    Abraham    Lin- 
coln and  any  church  organiza- 
tion.    I'ntil    its    discovery,    all 
biographers    had    agreed    Lin- 
coln    had     never     joined     any 
church    or    religious    organiza- 
tion." 
I     Townsend,     Lexington     attorney 
and  author  of  several  books  about 
Lincoln,  said  he  acquired  the   rec- 
ord   several    years    ago    from    an 
attic  in  a  Springfield,  O.,  home  of 
a  Union  soldier. 

The  certificate  says: 
"This  certifies  that  His  Excell- 
ency, Abraham  Lincoln,  prest.  of 
U.  S.  A.,  is  constituted  a  life  direc- 
tor of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the 
payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  *'E.  S. 
Janes,  president"  and  "David  Terry, 
secretary."   It   is  not  dated. 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed 
the  affiliation  in  the  yearly  re- 
ports of  the  Missionary  Society, 
published  in  1864  for  activities 
of  the  previous  year.  In  this 
report,  he  said,  is  a  notation 
that  Lincoln  contributed  .$150 
to  the  group  and  was  made  a 
life  director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to  a 
life  manager  of  the  society,  Town- 
send  said. 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  late  William  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
also  known  as  the  Union  Light 
Guard.  This  unit  was  organized  in 
1863  by  100  men  and  was  assigned 


to    guard    the    President    and    the 
White  House. 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge 
of  a  detail  stationed  much  of  the 
time  in  the  executive  mansion,  be- 
ginning in  1864.  After  Lincoln's 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 
of  the  President  and  she  gave  him 
the  framed  certificate. 

On    the    basis    of    much    re- 
search,  Townsend   said   he    be- 
lieves Lincoln   joined    the   mis- 
sionary society  "one  evening  in 
1863      after      hearing      Bishop 
Matthew    Simpson     preach    in 
Foundry    Church    in    Washing- 
ton."    (Bishop   Smith   delivered 
the  oration  at  Lincoln's  funeral 
in  Springfield,  111.)        /     //  ^ 
"Companions   of   Lincoln's   early 
manhood    have    recorded    that    he 
was  an  infidel  or  skeptic,"  the  at- 
torney    said,     but     expressed     the 
opinion  this  was  due  largely  to  the 
fact    that    among    the    first    books 
Lincoln    read   was   one   written   by 
the     noted     nonbeliever,     Thomas 
Paine.  \       ' 

"The  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright, 
whom  Lincoln  defeated  for  con- 
gress in  1846,  probably  did  more 
than  any  other  man  to  publicize 
the  fact  that  'Abe'  at  that  time 
was  not  a  church  member.  In  fact, 
old  Peter  Cartwright  made  this 
fact  one  of  his  main  campaign 
arguments."        <  (    ,     , 

Townsend  believes  the  Rev. 
James  Smith,  a  native  of  Lincoln's 
home  state  of  Kentucky,  had  much 
to  do  with  any  change  of  Lincoln's 
outlook  on  religion. 

"Lincoln   never  attended   re- 
ligious services  with  any  regu- 
larity or  show  of  interest  until 
the    death    of    his    son,    Eddie, 
February    1,    1850.      The    Kev. 
Mr.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presb.vterian  Church  in  Spring- 
field, ni.,  preached  the  funeral, 
and   thereafter   Lincoln   rented 
a  pew  in  Smith's  church. 
"At    any    rate,     this    missionary 
society   certificate    is   documentary 
proof  that  Lincoln  not  only  had   a 
definite  affiliation  with  a  religious 
organization,  but  that  he  also  gen- 
erously subscribed  funds  toward  its 
maintenance." 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  1942 

Tells  How  Lincoln  Joined  Chureli  Unit 


By  J.  R.  ANDERSON 
LEXINGTON,  Ky..  Feb.  12— (Wide 
Wniid). — Abraham  Lincoln  beciinip 
a  member  of  a  religious  oiRaniza- 
tion  before  his  death,  says  William 
H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  historian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long 
discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's  ca- 
reer, Townsend  made  public  a  docu- 
ment stating  that  Lincoln  was 
made  a  life  director  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1S63,  about 
two  years  before  he  was  assassi- 
nated.   Townsend   said: 

"This  certificate  of  membership 
constitutes    the    only   actual    affilia- 


jtion  between  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
any  church  organization.  Until  its 
discovery,  all  biographers  had 
agreed     Lincoln     had     never    joined 

iany  church  or  religious  organiza- 
tion." 

i  FOUND   IN   ATTIC 

I  Townsend,  Lexington  attorney 
and  author  of  several  books  about 
Lincoln,  said  he  acquired  the  rec- 
ord several  years  ago  from  an  at- 
tic in  a  Springfield,  Ohio,  home  of 
a  union  soldier. 
The  certificate  says: 
"This  certifies  that  His  Excel- 
lency, Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of    U.    S.    A.,    is    constituted    a    life 


director  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
by  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty    dollars." 

BEARS     SIGNATURES 

It  bears  the  .signatures:  E.  S. 
Janes,  president  and  "David  Teiry, 
secretary."   It   is   not  dated. 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  published 
in  1864  for  activities  of  the  previ- 
ous year.  In  this  report,  he  said,  is 
I  a  notation  that  Lincoln  contributed 
IJLSO  to  the  group  and  was  made  a 
life  director. 


AS   A.V    All)  IN   THE  TREATMENT  0» 

ARTHRITIS 

MOUNTAIN  VALLEY 
MINERAL  WATER 

Bottled   at   Hot    SpriiiKB,    Ark. 

.May  lie  used  freely — non-lrritafinK,  mild- 
ly alkaline.  (hi»  palatable  health  water 
helps  eliminate  liarmful  tuxlne  and  lenri« 
tf>  alleviate  pains  and  aches.  Just  phona 
SAr.  3081   for  a  vase  today. 

Free    Interestino    Booldet  On    RequMt 

116  S.  CALVERT  ST.      SAR.  30ir 
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Lexington  Man  Offers  Proof 
That  Lincoln  Was  Member 
Of  Religious  Organization 


BY  J.  R.  ANDERSON. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  February  11 — 
(Wide  World) — Abraham  Lincoln 
became  a  member  of  a  religious 
organization  before  his  death,  says 
William  H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  his- 
torian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long- 
discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's  career, 
Townsend  made  public  a  document 
Indicating  that  Lincoln  was  made 
a  life  director  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1863,  about  two  years 
before  he  was  assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  membership," 
Townsend  said,  "constitutes  the  only 
actual  affiliation  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  any  chiuch  organiza- 
tion. Until  its  discovery,  all  biog- 
raphers had  agreed  Lincoln  never 
had  joined  any  church  or  religious 
prganization." 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney 
and  author  of  several  books  con- 
cerning Lincoln,  said  he  acquired 
the  record  several  years  ago  from 
an  attic  in  a  Springfield,  Ohio, 
home  of  a  Union  soldier. 

The  certificate  says: 

"This  certifies  that  His  Excellency, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Prest.  of  U.  S.  A. 
Is  constituted  a  life  director  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  payment 
of  one   hundred   and  fifty  dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
James,  President,"  and  "David 
Terry,  Secref.ary."     It  is  not  dated. 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  published 
In  1864,  for  activities  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  In  this  report  is  a  no- 
tation that  Lincoln  contributed 
$150  to  the  group,  and  was  made  a 
Director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  lo  a 
life  manager  of  the  society,  Town- 
Bend  said.  He  obtained  the  cer- 
tificate from  the  family  of  the  late 
William  H.  Hughes,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  also  known  as  the 
Union  Light  Guard.  This  unit  was 
organized  in  1863  by  100  men,  and 
was  assigned  to  guard  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  White  House. 

Hughes,  a  Corporal,  had  charge 
Of  a  detail  stationed  much  of  the 
time  in  the  Executive  Mansion,  be- 
ginning in  1864.  After  Lincoln's 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 


of  the  President,  and  she  gave  the 
framed  certificate  to  him. 

On  the  basis  of  much  research, 
Townsend  said  he  believes  Lincoln 
joined  the  missionary  society  "one 
evening  in  1863  after  hearing 
Bishop  Matthew  Simpson  preach  in 
Foundry  Church  in  Washington." 
(Bishop  Smith  delivered  the  ora- 
tion at  Lincoln's  funeral  in  Spring- 
field, 111.) 

Before  this  Methodist  affiliation, 
Townsend  continued,  Lincoln  had 
attended  the  Presbyteriaja  church. 
This  was  the  faith  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

"Companions  of  Lincoln's  early 
manhood  have  recorded  that  he 
was  an  infidel  or  skeptic,"  the  at- 
torney said,  but  expressed  the 
opinion  that  this  was  due  largely 
to  the  fact  that  among  the  first 
books  Lincoln  read  was  one  written 
by  the  noted  non-believer,  Thomas 
Paine. 

"The  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright, 
whom  Lincoln  defeated  for  Con- 
gress in  18-16,  probably  did  more 
than  any  other  man  to  publicize 
the  fact  that  'Abe'  at  that  time  was 
not  a  church  member.  In  fact,  old 
Peter  Cartwright  made  this  fact  one 
of  his  main  campaign  arguments." 

Townsend  believes  Rev.  James 
Smith,  a  native  of  Lincoln's  home 
state  of  Kentucky,  had  much  to  do 


Richmond  Times-Dispatch,  1 


Historian  Unearths  Document 
Proving  Lincoln  No  Infidel      I 


LEXINGTON,  KY.  (Wide 
World) — Abraham  Lincoln  became 
a  member  of  a  religious  organiza- 
tion before  his  death,  says  Wil- 
liam H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  his- 
torian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long- 
discussed  piiase  of  Lincoln's  ca- 
reer, Townsend  made  public  a 
document  stating  that  Lincoln 
was  made  a  life  director  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  1863, 
about  two  years  before  he  was 
assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  member- 
ship," Townsend  said,  "constitutes 
the  only  actual  affiliation  between 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  any  church 
organization.  Until  its  discovery, 
all  biographers  had  agreed  Lin- 
coln had  never  joined  any  church 
or  religious  organization." 
Townsend  Author  of  Books 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney 
and  author  of  several  books  about 
Lincoln,  said  he  acquired  the  rec- 
ord several  years  ago  from  an 
attic  in  a  Springfield,  Ohio,  home 
of  a  Union  soldier. 

The  certificate  says: 

"This  certifies  that  His  Ex- 
cellency, Abraham  Lincoln,  Prest. 
of  U.  S.  A.,  is  constituted  a  life 
director  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
by  the  payment  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars." 

It   bars  the  signatures:   "E.   S. 
Janes,     president,"     and     "David 
Terry,  secretary."    It  is  not  dated. 
Confirms  Affiliation 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  pub- 
lished in  1864  for  activities  of  the 
previous  year.  In  this  report, 
he  said,  is  a  notation  that  Lincoln 
contributed  $150  to  the  group  and 
was  made  a  life  director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to 
a  life  manager  of  the  society, 
Townsend  said. 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  late  William  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
also  known  as  the  Union  Light 
Guard.  This  unit  was  organized 
in  1836  by  100  men  and  was  as- 
signed to  guard  the  President  and 
the  White  House. 

Hughes  Guarded  White  House 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge 
of  a  detail  stationed  much  of  the 
time  in  the  Executive  Mansion, 
beginning  in  1864.  After  Lincoln's 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 


of    the    President    and    she    gave 
him  the  framed  certificate.  I 

On  the  basis  of  much  research,  \ 
Townsend    said    he    believes    Lin- 
colm  joined  the  Missionary  Society  | 
"one  evening  in  1863  after  hearing  ; 
Bishop  Matthew   Simpson   preach 
in   Foundry   Church   in   Washing- 
ton."      (Bishop    Smith    delivered 
the   oration    at   Lincoln's   funeral 
in  Springfield,  111.) 

Prior  to  this  Methodi.st  affilia- 
tion, Townsend  continued,  Lincoln 
had  attended  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  was  the  faith  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln. 

Believed  An  Infidel 

"Companions  of  Lincoln's  early 
manhood  have  recorded  that  he 
was  an  infidel  or  skeptic,"  the 
attorney  said,  but  expressed  the 
opinion  this  was  due  largely  to 
the  fact  that  among  the  first 
books  Lincoln  read  was  one 
written  by  the  noted  non-believer, 
Thomas  Paine. 

"The  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright, 
whom  Lincoln  defeated  for  Con- 
gress in  1846,  probably  did  more 
than  any  other  man  to  publicize 
the  fact  that  'Abe'  at  that  time 
was  not  a  church  member.  In 
fact,  old  Peter  Cartwright  made 
this  fact  one  of  his  main  campaign 
arguments." 

Townsend  believes  the  Rev. 
James  Smith,  a  native  of  Lincoln's 
home  State  of  Kentucky,  had 
much  to  do  with  any  change  of 
Lincoln's  outlook  on  religion. 
Rented  Church  Pew 

"Lincoln  never  attended  reli- 
gious services  with  any  regularity 
or  show  of  interest  until  the 
death  of  his  son,  Eddie,  on  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1850.  Mr.  Smith,  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Springfield,  111.,  preached  the 
funeral  and  thereafter  Lincoln 
rented  a  pew  in  Smith's  church. 

"At  any  rate,  this  Missionary 
Society  certificate  is  documentary 
proof  that  Lincoln  not  only  had  a 
definite  affiliation  with  a  religious 
organization,  "but  that  he  also  gen- 
erously subscribed  funds  toward 
its  maintenance." 


Of fers  document  to  prove  that 
Lincoln  joined  religious  group 


BY  J.   R.   ANDERSON. 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (Wide 
World).  Abi-aham  Lincoln  be- 
came a  member  of  a  religious 
organization  before  his  death, 
says  William  E.  Townsend,  Lin- 
coln historian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this 
long  discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's 
career,  Townsend  made  public  a 
document  stating  that  Lincoln 
was  made  a  life  director  of  the 
missionary  society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  in  1863, 
about  two  years  before  he  was 
assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  member- 
ship," Townsend  said,  "consti- 
tutes the  only  actual  affiliation 
between  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
any  church  organization.  Until 
its  discovery,  all  biographers 
had  agreed  Lincoln  had  never 
joined  any  church  or  religious 
organization." 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney 
and    author    of    several     books 
about  Lincoln,  said  he  acquired 
the    record    several    years    ago 
from  dji  attic  in  a  Springfield, 
O.,  home  of  a  union  srtdier. 
The  certificate  says: 
"This  certifies  that  .his  excel- 
lency,  Abraham   Lincoln,   prest. 
of  U.  S.  A.  is  constituted  a  life 
director    of   the   missionary    so- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  by  the  payment  of  one- 
himdred  and  fifty  dollars." 
Bears   No   Date. 
It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,    president"    and     "David 
Terry,  secretary."  it  is  not  dated. 
Townsend   said   he    confirmed 
the  affiliation  in  the  yearly  re- 
ports of  the  missionary  society, 
published  in  1864  for  activities 
of  the  previous  year.   In  this  re- 
port, he  said,  is  a  notation  that 
Lincoln  contributed  |150  to  the 
group  and  was  made  a  life  direc- 
tor. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to 
a  life  manager  of  the  society, 
Townsend  said. 

He  obtained  the  certificate 
from  the  family  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam H.  Hughes,  who  was  a 
mertiber  of  the  7th  Ohio  volun- 
teer cavalry,  also  known  as  the 
union  light  guard.  This  unit  was 
organized  in  1863   by   100  men 


and  was  assigned  to  guard  the 

president  and  the   white   house. 

Guarded  White  House. 

Hughes,  a  corporal.  had 
charge  of  a  detail  stationed 
much  of  the  time  in  the  execu- 
tive mansion,  beginning  in  1864. 
After  Lincoln's  death.  Town- 
send  related,  Hughes  asked  Mrs. 
Lincoln  for  a  memento  of  the 
president  and  she  gave  him  the 
framed  certificate. 

On  the  basis  of  much  research, 
Townsend  said  he  believes  Lin- 
coln joined  the  missionary  so- 
ciety "one  evening  in  1863  after 
hearing  Bishop  Matthew  Simp- 
son preach  in  Foundry  church 
in  Washington." 

Prior  to  this  Methodist  affilia- 
tion, Townsend  continued,  Lin- 
coln had  attended  the  Presby- 
terian church.  This  was  the 
faith  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 


wiV 


/ 


IQ.A THURSDAY. 

Historian 
Says  Lincoln 
Joined  Church 

:  LEXINGTON,  Ky.,  Feb.  12.— 
(Wide  World)— Abraham  Lincoln 
became  a  member  of  a  religious  or- 
ganization before  his  death,  says 
William  H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  his- 
torian. 

Townsend  made  public  a  docu- 
ment stating  Lincoln  was  made  a 
life  director  of  the  Missionary  so- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  1863,  about  two  years  be- 
fore he  was  assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  membership," 
Townsend  said,  "constitutes  the 
only  actual  affiliation  between  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  any  church  or- 
ganization. Until  Its  discovery,  all 
biographers  had  agreed  Lincoln  had 
never  joined  any  church  or  relig- 
ious organization." 

FROM  SOLDIER'S  HOME 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney  and 
author  of  several  books  about  Lin- 
coln, said  he  acquired  the  record 
several  years  ago  from  an  attic  in 
a  Springfield,  Ohio,  home  of  a 
Union  soldier. 
"    The  certificate  says: 

"This  certifies  that  his  excellency, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  prest.  of  U.  S.  A., 
is  constituted  a  life  director  of  the 
Missionary  society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  by  the  payment 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,  president"  and  "David  Ter- 
ry,  secretary."     It  is  not   dated. 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  Missionary  society,  published  in 
1864  for  activities  of  the  previous 
year.  In  this  report,  he  said,  is  a , 
notation  that  Lincoln  contributed ' 
$150  to  the  group  and  was  made  a 
life  director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to  a 
life  manager  of  the  society,  Town- 
,  send  said. 

WHITE  HOUSE  GUARD 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  late  William  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
7th  Ohio  Volunteer  cavalry,  also 
known  as  the  Union  Light  guard. 
Tliis  unit  was  organized  in  1863  by 
100  men  and  was  assigned  to  guard 
the  president  and  the  White  House. 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge 
of  a  detail  stationed  much  of  the 
time  in  the  executive  mansion,  be- 
ginning in  1864.  After  Lincoln's 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 
of  the  president  and  she  gave  him  | 
the    famed    certificate.  i 


Lincoln  Religious  Affiliafion  Discovered; 
President  Was  Life  Director  of  Missionary 
Society  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


BY    3.    K.    ANDERSON 

Lexington,  Ky.,  Feb.  11. — Wide 
World) — Abraham  Lincoln  became 
a  member  of  a  religrious  organiza- 
tion before  his  death,  says  Wil- 
liam H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  histo- 
rian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long 
discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's  career, 
Townsend  made  public  a  document 
stating  that  Lincoln  was  made  a 
life  director  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1863,  about  two  years 
before  he  was  assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  member- 
ship," Townsend  said,  "constitutes 
the  only  actual  affiliation  between 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  any  church 
organization.  Until  its  discovery, 
all  biographers  had  agreed  Lincoln 
had  never  joined  any  church  or 
religious  organization." 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney 
and  author  of  several  books  about 
Lincoln,  said  he  acquired  the  rec- 
ord several  years  ago  from  an  at- 
tic in  a  Springfield,  Ohio,  home  of 
a   Union   soldier. 

The  certificate  says: 

"This  certifies  that  His  Excel- 
lency, Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  U.S.A.  is  constituted  a  life  di- 
rector of  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by 


the  payment  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,  president"  and  "David 
Terry,  secretary."     It  is  not  dated. 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  late  William  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
7th  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  also 
known  as  the  Union  Light  Guard. 
Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge  of 
a  detail  stationed  much  of  the  time 
in  the  Executive  Mansion,  begin- 
ning in  1864.  After  Lincoln'* 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mra.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 
of  the  President  and  she  gave  him 
the  framed  certificate. 
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LEXINGTON,  Ky.  —  Abraham 
Llncoldn  became  a  member  of  a 
religious  organization  before  his 
death,  says  'William  H.  Townsend, 
Lincoln  historian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this  long- 
discussed  phase  of  Lincoln's  career, 
Townsend  made  public  a  document 
stating  that  Lincoln  was  made  a  life 
director  of  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
1863,  about  two  years  before  he  was 
assassinated. 

"This  certificate  of  membership," 
Townsend  said,  "constitutes  the  only 
actual  afriliatlon  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  any  church  organization. 
ITntil  its  discovery,  all  biographers 
had  agreed  Lincoln  had  never  Joined 
any  church  or  religious  organization." 

Townsend,  Lexington  attorney  and 
author  of  several  books  abou*^.  Lin- 
coln, said  he  acquired  the  record  sev- 
eral years  ago  from  an  attic  in  a 
Springfield,  O.,  home  of  a  ITnlon  sol- 
dier. 

The  certificate  says: 

"This  certifies  that  His  Excellency, 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Prest.  of  U.  S.  A., 

is  constituted  a  life  director  of  the 

!  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 

I  Episcopal  Church  by  the  payment  of 

one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,  president,"  and  "David  Terry, 
secretary."  It  is  not  dated. 

AFFILIATION  VERIFIED 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
aflOiation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  published  in 
1864  for  activities  of  the  previous 
year.  In  this  report,  he  said,  is  a  no- 
tation that  Lincoln  contributed  $150 
to  the  group  and  was  made  a  life  di- 
rector. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to  a 
life  manager  of  the  society,  Town- 
send  said. 

He  obtained  the  certificate  from 
the  family  of  the  late  'Wimam  H. 
Hughes,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
7th  Ohio  "Volunteer  Cavalry,  also 
known  as  the  Union  Light  Guard. 
•This  imit  was  organized  in  1863  by 
100  men  and  was  assigned  to  guard 
the  President  and  the  "White  House. 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge  of 
a  detail  stationed  much  of  the  time 
in  the  Executive  Mansion,  beginning 
in  1864.  After  Lincoln's  death,  Town- 
send  related,  Hughes  asked  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln for  a  memento  of  the  President 
and  she  gave  him  the  framed  cer- 
tificate. 

HOW  HE  JOINED 

On  the  basis  of  much  research, 
Townsend  said  he  believes  Lincoln 
Joined  the  Mlssionai,y  Society  "one 
evening  in  1863  after,nearing  Bishop 
Matthew  Simpson  pr<  ach  in  Foundry 
Church    in  ."Washlnrton."    (Bishop 


Smith  delivered  the  oration  at  Lin- 
coln's funeral  in  Springfield,  111.) 

Prior  to  this  Methodist  affiliation, 
Townsend  continued,  Lincoln  had  at- 
tended the  Presbyterian  Church. 
This  was  the  faith  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

"Companions  of  Lincoln's  early 
manhood  have  recorded  that  he  was 
an  infidel  or  skeptic,"  the  attornev 
said,  but  expressed  the  opinion  this 
was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that 
among  the  first  books  Lincoln  read 
was  one  written  by  the  noted  non- 
believer,  Tliomas  Paine. 

"The  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright.  whom 
Lincoln  defeated  for  Congress  in  1846, 
probably  did  more  than  any  other 
man  to  publicize  the  fact  that  'Abe' 
at  that  time  was  not  a  church  mem- 
ber. In  fact,  old  Peter  Cartwright 
made  this  fact  one  of  his  main  cam- 
paign argtmaents." 

Townsend  believes  the  Rev.  James 
Smith,  a  native  of  Lincoln's  home 
State  of  Kentucky,  had  much  to  do 
with  any  change  of  Lincoln's  outlook 
on  religion. 
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Finds  Paper  Showing 
Lincoln  a  Methodist 


(Wlila  Woii..  News  Senile-  ) 

LEXINGTON,  KY. — Abraham  Lincoln  became  a  mem- 
ber of  a  religious  organization  before  his  death,  says  Wil- 
liam H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  historian. 

Shedding  new  light  on  this 
long  discussed  phase  of  Lin- 
coln's career,  Townsend  made 
public  a  document  slating  that 
Lincoln  was  made  a  life  dirt-i-- 
tor  of  the  iMIssionar.x  Society 
I  of  the  IMetlKtdist  Kpiscopal 
church  in  ]8(i;i,  ahoul  two 
years  before  he  was  assassi- 
nated. 

"This  certificate  of  nieniber- 
ship,"  Townsend  sail],  "constitutes 
the  only  actual  affiliation  between 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  any  church 
organization.  Until  its  discovery, 
all  biographeis  had  agreed  Lin- 
coln had  never  jouied  any  church 
ur  leligious  organization." 

Krom  an  Attic. 

To\vn.<;end,     a    Lexington     attor- 
ney  and    .Tutlinr   of   several    books 
about    Lincoln,    said    he    acquired 
the  record  several  y^ars  ago  from 
an    attic    ir.    a    Springfield,    Ohio, 
home   of   a  union  soldier. 
The  certificate  says: 
"This  certifies  that  his  excel- 
lency,   Abraham    Lincoln,    prest. 
of   U.S.A.   is   constituted   a  life 
director   of    the    Missionary    So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  by   the   payment   of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

I  It  bears  the  signatures:  "E.  S. 
Janes,  president  and  David  Terry, 
secretary."    It    is    not    dated. 

[The  Encyclupedid,  Brituiinica 
says,  refjaidinn  Lincoln's  own  at- 
titude touaid  rrliijiotij  as  (de- 
pressed  h\j   him   lute   in   life: 

["1  have  never  united  myself  to 
any  church,  because  I  have  found 
difficulty  in  yiviuy  my  assent, 
without  mental  reservations,  to 
the  lony  complicated  statements 
of  Christian  doctrine  which  char- 
acteri'.e  'their  Articles  of  Belief 
and  Confessions  of  Fuith."\ 

Townsend  said  he  confirmed  the 
affiliation  in  the  yearly  reports  of 
the  missionary  society,  published ' 
in  1864  for  activities  of  the  prev-  ■ 
ious  year.  In  this  report,  he  said, 
is  a  notation  that  Lincoln  contrib- 
uted $150  to  the  group  and  was 
made  a  life  director. 

Later,  Lincoln  was  elevated  to 
be  a  life  manager  of  the  society, 
Townsend   said.  r 


.Vbraham    Lincoln. 

Did  He  Join    Church   m    'liSf 


Guarded  President. 

Townsend  obtained  the  certifi- 
cate from  the  family  of  the  late 
William  H.  Hughes,  who  was  a 
I  member  of  the  7th  Ohio  Volunteer 
'cavalry,  also  known  as  the  Union 
light  guard.  This  unit  was  organ- 
ized in  1863  by  100  men  and  was 
assigned  to  guard  the  president 
and  the  White  Hou.se. 

Hughes,  a  corporal,  had  charge 
of  a  detail  stationed  much  of  the 
time  in  the  executive  mansion,  be- 
ginning in  1864.  After  Lincoln' ^ 
death,  Townsend  related,  Hughes 
asked  Mrs.  Lincoln  for  a  memento 
of  the  president  and  she  gave  him 
the  framed  certificate. 

On  the  basis  of  much  research, 
Townsend  said  he  believes  Lin- 
coln joined  the  missionary  soci- 
ety "one  evening  In  1863  after 
hearing;  Bishop  Matthew  Simp- 


son preach  in  Foundry  church  in 
Washington."  (Bishop  Smith  de- 
livered the  oration  at  Lincoln's 
funeral  in  Springfield,  111.) 

Before  this  Methodist  affiliation, 
Townsend  continued,  Lincoln  had 
attended  the  Presbyterian  church. 
This  was  the  faith  of  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

"Com|)aiiifiiis  of  Lincoln  in  early 
inaiiliODd  ha\('  rcccjidttl  that  he 
was  an  infidel  or  skeptic,"  the  at- 
torney said,  hut  he  expressed  the 
o|)ini(m  that  tliis  was  due  largely 
to  the  fact  chat  among  the  first 
books  Lincoln  read  was  one  writ- 
ten by  the  noted  non-believer, 
Thomas   Pa  inc. 

"The     Rev.     PeUr     Cartwright, 
whom    Lincoln    defeated    for    con- 
gress in   l.S4(i.   iirobabl.y  did  more 
than   any   other   man   to   publicize! 
the    fact    that    'Abi''    at    tliat    time  i 
was  not  a  (.huich  meinbfr.  In  fact,; 
old    Peter    c'ai  iwi  i^iit     made    this 
fact    one    of    his    main    campaign 
arguments." 

Townsend  believes  the  Rev. 
James  Smith,  a  native  of  Lin- 
coln's home  state  of  Kentucky,  had 
much  to  do  with  any  change  of 
Lincoln's   outlook   on   religion. 

"Lincoln  never  attended  reli- 
gious services  with  any  regularity 
or  show  of  interest  until  the  death 
of  his  son,  Eddie,  on  Feb.  1,  1850. 
Mr.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  in  Spring- 
field, 111.,  preached  the  funeral. 
Thereafter  Lincoln  rented  a  pew 
in  Smith's  church. 

"At  any  rate,  this  missionary 
society  certificate  is  documentary 
proof  that  Lincoln  not  only  had  a 
definite  affiliation  with  a  religious 
organization,  but  that  he  also  gen- 
erously subscribed  funds  toward 
its  maintenance." 


l.\i;nc'h  t  kuiskk  today. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  iJP)  — 
The  navy  Wednesday  announced 
the  cruiser  U.  S.  S.  Montpelier 
would  be  launched  today  at  Cam- 
den, N.  J. 


TfflS  DOCUMENT,   WHICH  HAS  BEEN  MADE  PUBLIC  by 

William  H.  Townsend,  Lexington  (Ky.)  attorney  and  author  of 
books  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  states  that  Lincoln  was  made  a  life 
director  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1863,  about  two  years  before  his  death.  Townsend  said 
he  acquired  the  record  several  years  ago  from  an  attic  in  a  Spring- 
field (O.)  home  of  a  Union  soldier.  Until  its  discovery,  Townsend 
said,  all  biographers  had  agreed  Lincoln  never  joined  any  church 
or  religious  organization.     (Wide  World.) 
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EDWARD  M.  PALLETTE,M.D. 

I930WILSHIRE    BOULEVARD 
LOS  ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


March  12,   1941 


Dr.   Louis  Vv'arren 

%  Lincoln  Life   Insurance  Company 

Fort  WajTie,    Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


The  Kinsman  and  Lincoln  Lore  are  coming 
in  regularly.  Thank  you. 

At  the  time  that  you  addressed  the 
Lincoln  Fellov/ship  here  a  month  or  two  ago, 
you  told  me  of  some  Lincoln-Cartwright  con- 
tact which  I  did  not  get  and  v;hich  I  have 
somev^hat  forgotten.  I  think  it  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  Cartwright^s  name  appearing 
on  some  Lincoln  paper.   I  wonder  if  you 
would  send  me  a  note  of  this. 

Peter  Cartwright  vms  my  great-grand- 
father and  for  some  time  I  have  been 
interested  in  his  contacts,  with  Lincoln. 
In  1804  and  again  in  1809,  Peter  was  circuit 
rider  on  the  Salt  River  Circuit  which  inclu- 
ded Lincoln* s  birthplace.   In  your  book  on 
Lincoln's  Parentage  and  Childhood,  vfhich  I 
do  not  have  by  me  at  the  present  mom.ent,  3'"0u 
discuss  the  Lincoln  family  church  connections 
in  Kentucky  and  mention  claims  have  been  made 
of  Methodist  influences  at  that  time,   I 
wonder  if  you  have  any  of  the  references  of 
these  claims.   If  you  do,  I  v/ould  be  very 
glad  to  have  them.  Also,  I  wonder  v/here  I 
could  find  anything  in  regard  to  the  very 
early  history  of  Methodism  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Elizabethtovm.   Of  course  I  do  not 
believe  either  Lincoln  or  his  family  v/as 


EDWARD  M.  PALLETTE,M.D. 

I930WILSHIRE    BOULEVARD 
LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA 


Dr.  Louis  \Varren  -  2  -  March  12,  1941 


greatly  influenced  by  the  Methodists,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  is  interesting. 

I  have  your  book  on  Lincoln^s  Parentage 
and  Childhood,  vVhat  other  of  your  books  are 
on  sale?  Have  you  any  there?- 

Thanking  you  very  much  for  any  help 
along  these  lines,  I  am 


Cordially  yours. 


Edward  M.  Pallette,  M.D. 


SMP:VB 


April  k,   19UI 

Dr^  Xdvard  N.  Fallatt« 
1930  Vllshlre  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Seer  Dr.  Billettet 

X  Juet  errlyed  In  the  office  yesterday  from  the  Western 
Itlnerery  and  find  your  letter  of  Inquiry  vlth  respect  to  the  Methodist 
Influences  In  Kentuolcy. 

Enclosed  you  vlll  please  find  a  back  nuaher  of  the  Lincoln  Lor< 
which  discusses  Lincoln  and  the  Methodist  Olergy,  In  which  you  vlll  find 
a  reference  to  the  Peter  Oartvrlght  note  ifhloh  Z  dlscorered  In  the 
Viishlngton  County  records. 

Bedford  Is  the  best  known  Methodist  Ilstorlan  for  early 
Kentucky  days  and  his  three  rolune  work  on  Methodism  In  Kentucky  Is  an 
authority  In  the  field.  He  also  published  Life  and  Times  of  H.I. 
Kavanaugh  and  another  book  called  Western  Cavaliers. 

I  think  all  three  of  these  titles  are  out  of  print,  but  I  am 
sure  you  can  run  mmposs  thea  at  your  local  second-hand  book  atorea. 

There  was  a  little  history  of  Methodism  In  Slleabethtown 
i^lttten  by  Mrs.  Luclnda  lelm  and  although  Z  am  sure  Bwe  hare  It  Z 
cannot  seem  to  find  It  just  now  but  when  It  appears  Z  will  advise  you. 
Possibly  you  can  find  one  also  In  Losj^ngeles  as  Z  am  sure  Z  sow  one 
on  thla  last  trip  In  a  second-hand  book  store  there. 

We  are  pleased.  Indeed,  that  yfni  enjoy  receiving  Lincoln  L<xre. 

7ery  truly  yours. 


IAW:SB  Director 

Sno. 


\\ 
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No  oiher  minister  in  the  Western  Cluircli  could  ecjual  him  in  the  pulpit,  at 
least;  and  in  the  East  only  the  renowned  Stephen  Olni  was  of  his  elevation. 
The  fame  of  his  pulpit  oratory  became  legendary  in  Methodist  circles  and 
beyond.  He  was  massive,  majestic,  in  physical  as  well  as  in  intflloctual  and 
moral  .stature.  Bishop  Ames  said  of  his  preaching:  'It  reminds  mc  of  Ajax 
throwing  rocks  no  otlier  man  couUl  lift.'  Of  great  native  intelligence,  well 
educated,  scholarly  by  inclination  and  habit,  a  close  student  especially  of 
Biblical  history  and  literature,  he  early  took  rank  as  one  of  the  first  minds  of 
the  Church  in   history." 

Undoubtedly  the  best  comparison  of  the  two  Peters  that  we  have  is  that 
by  G.  R.  S.  McElfresh,  himself  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence who  knew  intimately  both  Cartwright  and  Akers.  This  is  what  he  said: 
'"Cartwright  was  the  great  organizer;  Akers,  the  greater  preacher;  Cartwright, 
a  man  of  affairs;  Akers.  a  man  of  l)ooks;  Cartwright  had  .superior  force; 
Akers,  superior  dignity.  If  Cartwright  was  a  surging  Niagara  of  restless 
activity  and  force,  Akers  was  a  Mont  Blanc  towering  up  in  moral  influence — 
stately,  serene,  and  grand."  Milburn  said  of  .'\kers,  "His  majesty  of  mien  and 
spirit  would  have  been  oppressive  but  for  the  fascination  you  find  in  liis 
childlike  openness  and  purity.  No  other  man's  invarialilc  sanctity  ever 
affected  me  as  did  his  through  our  intimacy  of  many  years." 

In  1837  Akers  preached  a  sermon  near  Springfield  which  was  attended 
by  a  group  of  lawyers  and  politicians  from  the  Capitol.  In  his  sermon  Akers 
attacked  the-  evils  of  slavery  and  predicted  a  civil  war  in  the  decade  1860- 
18/0.  Lincoln  was  present  and  was  deeply  affected  by  the  sermon.  He  de- 
clared, "It  was  the  most  impressive  sermon  I  ever  heard.  I  believe  it  and 
wonder  that  God  should  have  given  such  power  to  a  man.  The  most 
wonderful  thing  to  me  was  that  somehow  I  became  strangely  mixed  up  with 
it."  Later  in  his  life,  Peter  Akers  was  presented  with  a  cane  to  commemor- 
ate this  occasion  by  a  group  of  his  fellow-ministers.  This  cane  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  Akers  family. 

Peter  Cartwright  was  twelve  times  delegate  to  the  General  Conference; 
Akers,  six  times.  At  one  time  he  lacked  only  one  vote  of  being  made  a 
bishop  and  the  slightest  effort  on  his  part  would  have  made  his  election  sure. 
However,  this  effort  he  would  not  make. 

.■\ker^  wa-  three  times  president  of  McKendree  College.  Succeeding 
Peter  Cartwright,  who  was  the  lirst  president  of  ti-.e  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
liiinC'ii  Conference  Female  Academy  but  who  remained  in  office  only  six 
monti.s.  Peter  Akers  was  president  for  eight  years.  He  was  the  founder 
and  first  president  of  the  Ebenezer  Manual  Labor  School  which  makes  the 
claim  of  having  been  the  first  Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in  the 
United   States. 

The  only  either  giant  of  the  Illinois  Conference  in  the  early  daj's,  who 
was  directly  connected  with  the  founding  of  MacMurray  College,  was  its 
first  president,  Jaines  Frazier  Jaqucss.  Unlike  Milburn,  Cartwright,  and 
.\kers,  who  were  born  in  Kentucky,  jaquess  was  a  native  of  the  Middle 
West,  having  been  born  in  1819  in  Posey  tTounty,  Indiana.  Like  Milburn 
ana  Akers,  he  was  well  educated,  having  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  from  Indiana  Asbury  I'niversily  (now  DePauw)  and  the  Master  of 
Arts  degree  from  McKendree  College;  and  like  .Akers,  he  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but,  just  on  the  threshold  of  his  legal  career,  he 
also  felt  the  call  to  preach  and  enterjd  the  Methodist  ministry. 

Ar  the  time  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Female  Academy,  he  was 
only  twenty-nine,  hut  he  had  been  the  eminently  successful  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Springfield.  He  was  a  popular  preacher  and  a 
great  revivalist,  although  he  had  had  little  experience  as  a  circuit  rider. 

Jaquess  was  president  of  the  Female  Seminary  for  seven  years.  Under 
his  presidency,  the  Seminary  prospered  rapidly,  increasing  its  enrollment  and 
becoming  well  housed  in  a  beautiful  and  substantial  new  building.  In  1855 
he  left  the  Female  College,  as  it  was  then  known,  to  become  the  president  of 
Chadae)ck   College  in   Quincy. 
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He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Governor  Richard  Vates  and  President 
Lincoln.  At  the  outset  of  the  Civil  War,  he  raised  a  regiment  nf  soldiers, 
became  its  colonel,  and  saw  much  active  service,  panicularly  in  the  battles 
around  Chattanoofjja.  At  Chickamau(,'a  two  horses  were  shot  under  him  and 
he  was  seriously  wcmnded.  In  1<S04  he  was  entrusted  by  Pre>ident  Liiicohi 
witli  an  important  diiilomatic  mission  to  Jefferson  Davis,  president  ot  the 
Confederacy.  He  obtained  from  President  Davis  a  statement  i>f  ihe  war 
aims  of  the  South.  After  the  war,  he  was  witln  the  Freednien's  .-\id  Burr  ui  in 
the  Soulh  and  from  1876  until  his  death  in   18''8.  he  was  engaged  in  bu^ines^, 

He  refused  to  take  a  pension  from  tlie  ncjvernment  imtil  the  last  year  df 
his  life.  Tiiis  is  what  he  said  about  it:  "My  .grandfathers  were  Revolution- 
ary soldiers  and  you  could  Ret  up  a  row  if  you  mentioned  pensions  M  \- 
father  and  my  uncles  were  in  the  War  of  1812  and  would  take  none.  1  bail 
hoped  not  to  receive  one — but  I  am  unable  now  to  do  anythint^,  and  il  h,i^ 
been  my  desire,  and  not  the  fault  of  the  go\ernment,  that  1  have  never 
received  a  pension." 

There  is  incontrovertii)le  evidence  that  .Abraham  Lincoln  was  profoundly 
affected  by,  if  not  converted  under,  the  preaciiin.L;  of  Cokniel  Jaquess.  In  an 
address  delivered  at  the  Eleventh  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Survivors  of  his 
regiment,  the  seventy-third  Illinois  Infantry  \  olunteers,  Colonel  Jatjuess 
said: 

"The  mention  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  name  recalls  to  my  mind  an  occurrence 
that  perhaps  1  ought  to  mention.  ...  I  happen  to  know  something  ui\  that 
subject  (.that  is,  Mr.  Lincoln's  religious  sentiments)  that  very  few  persons 
knuw.  My  wife,  who  has  been  dead  nearh-  two  yi'ars.  was  the  only  witness  of 
what  I  am  going  to  state  to  you  as  ha\ing  occurred.  ...  I  was  staiulin.g  at 
the  parsonage  door  one  Sunday  morning,  a  beautiful  morning  in  May,  when 
a  little  boy  came  up  to  me  and  said:  'Mr.  Lincoln  sent  me  arouml  to  see  if 
you  was  going  to  preach  today.'  Now,  I  had  met  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  I  never 
thought  any  more  of  Abe  Lincoln  tiian  I  did  of  any  one  else.  I  said  to  the 
boy:  'You  go  back  and  tell  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  if  he  will  come  to  church  he  will 
see  whether  I  am  .going  to  preach  or  not.'  The  little  fellow  stood  working 
his  fingers  and  finally  said:  'Mr.  Lincoln  told  me  he  would  give  me  a  quarter 
if  I  would  find  out  whether  you  are  going  to  preach.'  I  did  not  want  to  rob 
the  little  fellow  of  his  income,  so  I  told  him  to  tell  Mr.  Lincoln  that  I  was 
going  to  try  to  preach  .  .  . 

"The  church  was  filled  that  morning.  It  was  a  good  sized  church,  but  on 
that  day  all  the  seats  were  filled.  I  had  chosen  for  my  text  the  words:  'Ye 
must  be  born  again,'  and  during  the  course  of  my  sermon  I  laid  particular 
stress  on  the  word  'must.'  Mr.  Lincoln  came  into  the  church  after  the 
services  had  commenced,  and  there  being  no  vacant  seats,  chairs  were  put  in 
the  altar  in  front  of  the  pulpit  and  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Governor  Frencli  and 
wife  sat  in  the  altar  during  the  entire  service,  Mr.  IJncoln  on  my  left  and 
Governor  French  on  my  right,  and  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Liticoln  appeared  to 
be  deeply  interested  in  the  sermon.  A  few  days  after  that  Sunday  Mr. 
Lincoln  called  on  me  and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  greatly  impressed 
with  my  lemarks  on  Sunday  and  that  he  had  come  to  talk  with  me  further 
on  the  matter.  I  invited  him  in,  and  my  wife  and  I  talked  and  prayed  with 
him  for  hours.  Now,  I  have  seen  many  persons  converted;  I  have  seen 
hundreds  brought  to  Christ,  and  if  ever  a  person  was  converted,  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  converted  that  night  in  my  house.  His  wife  was  a  Presbyterian, 
but  from  remarks  he  made  to  me  he  could  not  accept  Calvinism.  He  never 
joined  my  church,  but  I  will  always  i)elieve  that  since  that  night  .Abraham 
Lincoln  lived  and  died  a  Christian  gentleman."  Tl'.is  statement  of  Colonel 
Jacjuess  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Reunion. 

Time    fails    to    speak    of    other    leaders    of    the    Illinois    Conference    who 
achievetl  great  things  for  God  and  were   influential  in   the  founding  of   Mac- 
Murray    College.     John    Wesley   once    exclaimed,    "Give    me    a    hundred    men 
who  love  only   God   and   fear   nothing   Imt   sin   ,ind    1    will   shake   the   world 
■yVcsley  got  his  complement  of  men,  the  world  became  their  parish,  and   the 
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FROM  THE  STUDY  CHAIR 
1    1 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  I  hinted  that  I 
might  be  taking  most  of  my  summer  vaca- 
tion early  this  winter  for  the  purpose  of  go- 
ing East  for  a  special  refresher  course.  Plans 
have  now  suddenly  developed  and  I  am 
leaving  on  February  10th  to  be  gone  three 
or  four  Sundays.  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
my  predecessor  here,  Dr.  Edward  D.  Gay- 
lord,  has  readily  consented  to  preach  for  us 
on  the  next  two  Sundays  and  will  come  in 
from  Claremont  for  that  purpose.  My  friend, 
the  Reverend  James  H.  More,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Congregational  Church,  has  gracious- 
ly consented  to  be  responsible  for  any  neces- 
sary pastoral  work  in  my  absence.  You  may 
telephone  him  directly  at  AX.  1-5364,  or  you 
may  reach  him  through  Mrs.  Mcllvaine  in 
our  church  office.  Don't  fail  to  call  on  him 
in  case  of  need.  Meanwhile,  I  shall  miss  you 
all ;  but  I  shall  keep  in  close  touch  and  you 
will  hear  of  my  movements  through  the 
Messenger.  Now  I  must  get  out  my  overcoat, 
rescue  it  from  the  moths,  clean  it  up  and  be 
prepared  for  one  hundred  degrees  below.  I 
am  going  for  mental  and  intellectual  stimu- 
lation; I  hope  I  shall  not  freeze  in  the  pro- 
cess. R.B.B. 


GUILD  PROGRAM 
*•    < 

Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Wight,  President  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Congregational  Women  of 
Southern  California  and  the  Southwest,  and 
Miss  Dorothy  Winslow,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  from  this  area, 
have  been  in  Cleveland  attending  the  Mid- 
winter Meeting  of  Women  State  Presidents 
and  Denominational  Boards.  Enroute  home 
they  have  visited  Pleasant  Hill  Academy, 
Fisk  University,  and  Dillard  University  at 
various  places  in  the  south.  They  will  give 
us  a  first-hand  account  of  their  experiences 
and  impressions,  and  bring  us  up  to  date  on 
the  doings  of  our  denomination. 


LAYMEN'S  FELLOWSHIP 
1    1 

Dr.  Walter  A.  Graham,  Executive  Direct- 
or of  National  Congregational  Laymen's  Fel- 
lowship, is  making  a  Conference  Tour  in  the 
south-western  part  of  our  country  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1947.  The  only  day  and  place  in  Los 
Angeles  where  Dr.  Graham  will  meet  the 
laymen  of  our  Congregational  Church  Con- 
ference will  be  on  February  27th  at  the  First 
Congregational    Church. 

From  4  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.,  Dr.  Graham 
will  hold  informal  discussions  with  the  lay- 
men relative  to  men's  work  in  the  Church. 
Laymen  are  urged  to  attend  this  meeting, 
and  have  supper  on  February  27th  with  oth- 
ers attending  the  Conference.  Following  the 
supper.  Dr.  Graham  will  give  the  closing 
address. 

Laymen  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  must 
advise  W.  T.  Knowlton  on  or  before  Feb- 
ruary 21st,  if  they  wish  supper  reservations 
on  February  27th. 

W.  T.  Knowlton — Keyman  for  Church  of 
the  Messiah,  1632  So.  Van  Ness  Ave.,  Zone  6, 
PA.   1447. 


TO  OUR  VISITORS 

If  you  are  a  stranger  here  and  would  like 
to  meet  new  friends,  please  do  not  leave 
without  making  yourself  known  to  one  of  the 
ushers  or  introducing  yourself  to  Mr.  Boden 
after  the  service.  We  try  to  greet  all  new- 
comers, but  it  is  not  always  possible  to  recog- 
nize them  as  such.  Remember,  it  takes  two 
to  make  a  smile  complete. 


MR. 

BODEN'S   SUBJECT: 

"THIS 

CORRESPONDENCE 
NOW   CLOSED" 

IS 

Race  Relations  Sunday 

Of  all  things  beautiful  and  good, 
The  kingliest  is  brotherhood; 
For  it  will  bring  again  to  earth 
Her  long  lost  poesy  and  mirth; 
And  till  it  comes  these  men  are  slaves, 
And  travel  downward  to  the  dust  of 
graves. 

Clear  the  way,  then,  clear  the  way; 
Blind  creeds  and  kings  have  had  their 

day. 
Break  the  dead  branches  from  the  path; 
Our  hope  is  in  the  aftermath. 
To  this  event  the  ages  ran: 
Make  way  for  brotherhood— make  way 

for  man. 

Edwin  Markham 


Our  Democratic  Fellowship 

Yes,  there  are  Congregational  Christians  who  never  saw  the  Mayflower!  Of  course, 
the  major  portion  of  our  Fellowship  is  Anglo-Saxon  white  stock. 

But— seventeen  varieties  of  racial  and  nationality  aggregates,  organized  as  churches 
and  listed  as  such  in  our  Year  Book,  are  full-fledged  members  of  our  denomination.  .  .  . 

Armenian,  Assyrian,  Chinese,  Czecho-Slovakian,  Danish,  Filipino,  Finnish,  French, 
German,  Hawaiian,  Indian,  Italian,  Japanese,  Mexican,  Negro,  Norwegian,  Puerto 
Rican,  Swedish  and  Welsh.  Thomas  A.  Tripp 


They  Say  It  in  Action 

They  were  gathered  outside  one  of  our 
little  Indian  churches  in  North  Dakota- 
two  hundred  of  them.  It  was  a  memorial 
service  for  three  of  their  finest  young  men 
who  would  never  sit  with  them  in  the 
circle  again.  In  diff^erent  war  theatres, 
they  had  given  their  lives  that  just  such  a 
thing  might  go  on— a  simple  service  of 
worship  controlled  only  by  the  human 
heart  and  its  God. 

"The  two  mothers  and  the  young  wife 
will  serve  refreshments  to  all  of  us  after 
the  memorial  service,"  said  one  woman 
to  the  visitor.  Refreshments!  They  had 
killed  a  beef;  they  had  prepared  a  feast. 

The  visitor  was  puzzled.  "Why  should 
this  be?"  she  asked.  "When  the  messages 
of  these  tragedies  came,"  said  her  infor- 
mant, "e\'ery  Indian  in  the  church  went 

No.  i-2.9-'17 

Missions  Council  Church  Calendar 


to  each  home  bearing  a  gift— some  little 
token  of  sympathy.  Today  the  three  wom- 
en are  saying  their  'Thank  you'  to  all  who 
brought  gifts.  They  always  say  it  in 
action." 

lone  Catton 


"THIS    CERTIFIES 


THAT 


^^oy^akawi  cyLincou 


PRESIDENT 


O  F    T  H  E 


UNITED    STATES 


is  constituted  a  life  director  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  hy  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

(^Signed^  E.  S.  janes,  President;  David  Terry,  Secretary." 


»»-^-^-^-^ 


Until  the  discovery  of  this  certificate, 
all  Lincoln  biographers  were  agreed  that 
the  President  had  never  joined  a  church. 

But  this  certificate  of  membership, 
which  was  recently  discovered  by  William 
H.  Townsend,  Lincoln  historian,  reveals 
that  the  President  did  join  a  missionary 
society  and  was  "constituted  a  life  direc- 
tor." 

The  President's  great  interest  in  hu- 
manity—and it  is  well  to  recall  this  fact 
on  Race  Relations  Sunday— did  lead  him 
to  associate  himself  with  a  most  practical 
arm  of  our  churches— missions! 


As  Edwin  Markham  put  it— "The  color 
of  the  ground  was  in  him,  the  red  earth, 
the  tang  and  odor  of  the  primal  things— 
the  rectitude  and  patience  of  the  rocks; 
the  gladness  of  the  wind  that  shakes  the 
corn;  the  courage  of  the  bird  that  dares  the 
sea;  the  justice  of  the  rain  that  loves  all 
leaves;  the  pity  of  the  snow  that  hides  all 
scars;  the  loving  kindness  of  the  wayside 
well;  the  tolerance  and  equality  of  light 
that  gives  as  freely  to  the  shrinking  weed 
as  to  the  great  oak  flaring  to  the  wind- 
to  the  grave's  low  hill  as  to  the  Matterhorn 
that  shoulders  out  the  skv." 


SEXAGESIMA 


MORNING   WORSHIP    AT   ELEVEN 
The  Rev.  Reynold  B.  Boden,  Preaching 

Organ  Prelude  at  10:45 

"Prelude  et   Cautiiene  Arioso"  Rodgers 

prelude"   Flagler 

Processional  Hymn  No.  71 

(The   congregation   will   rise   and   sing 
as   the    choir    enters) 

Call  to  Worship   (all  standing) 

The  Doxology   (all  standing) 

Organ   Moments 

Invocation  and  Response   (all  seated) 

Organ   Moments 

Responsive  Reading 

Solo:  "Enough  to  Know"  —.Elizabeth  Ogden 

Alice  TeeGarden 
Scripture 

Anthem:  "Let  All  Mortal  Flesh  Keep 

Silent"  Arr.  Hoist 

Messiah  Chorus 

Prayer — Lord's  Prayer,  Choral  Response 
Hymn 

Sermon: 

"This    Correspondence    Is    Now    Closed'' 
Offertory 

Response  (all  standing)  No.  426 

Prayer 

Recessional  Hymn No.  251 

Benediction 

Organ  Postlude: 
"Fantasia"   Sjogren 

/     1 

A  Nursery  School  is  held  during  the  church 
hour  for  the  convenience  of  parents  with  small 
children. 

O  

TO  THE  LADIES 

1    i 

Women's  voices  are  urgently  needed  in 
the  choir.  We  are  rehearsing  now  for  Easter 
and  will  sing  the  Brahms  "Requiem  Mass." 
Rehearsals  Wednesdays  promptly  at  7:30. 

Published  weekly  except  in  July  and  August  by 
THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  MESSIAH  (Congrega- 
tional), 2445  West  Washington  Boulevard,  Los 
Angeles  7,  California.  Subscription  price  50c  a 
year.  Entered  as  second-class  matter  December 
27,  1946,  at  the  post  office  in  Los  Angeles,  under 
the  Act  of  March  3,  1879.  Return  postage  guar- 
anteed. This  Church  is  a  member  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  and 
of  the  Church  Federation  of  Los  Angeles. 


WOMEN'S  GUILD 
Thursday,  February  13,  1947 

10:30  a.m. — Board  meeting.  All  officers  and  com- 
mittee  chairmen    please  be   present. 

11:00  a'.m. — Business  meeting. 

12  :00  noon — Luncheon,  served  by  Circle  VII,  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Forker,  Leader. 
1:00  p.m. — Devotions,  Mr.  Boden. 
1:15  p.m. — Pianist,  Mr.  Earle  C.  Voorhies,  in- 
structor at  the  Los  Angeles  Conservatory  of 
Music.  Speakers:  Mrs.  Thomas  Wight  and 
Miss  Dorothy   V/inslow. 


MISCELLANY 

The  flowers  this  morning  are  the  gift  of  Circle 
II,   Mrs.    Mary   Keitel,   I^eader. 

*  »     « 

The  Board  of  Directors  will  meet  on  Tuesday 
next   at  7 :45   p.m.   in   Mr.    Boden's  study. 

*  *     * 

It  was  announced  at  the  Annual  Meeting  that 
in  addition  to  our  Benevolence  apportionment  for 
the  Southern  California  Conference  and  our  na- 
tional boards,  the  sum  of  $217.80  was  raised  for 
War  Victims  and  Reconstruction,  and  $288.85  for 
the  Unit  Plan  which  guarantees  a  pension  of 
$500,    a    year   to   our    older   retired   ministers. 

*  *     * 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Prudential  Committee 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  February  18,  Mr.  Will 
R.   Forker,   Moderator. 

*  «     « 

The  Board  of  Religious  Education  will  meet  at 

the    home   of    Mrs.    Palmer    H.    Cook,    2179    West 

21st   St.,   on    Frida'y    evening,    February    14th,    at 

7:45  p.m. 

«      *      4 

Circle  VII  will  handle  your  subscription  or  re- 
newal for  ANY  magazine.  Don't  let  your  sub- 
scriptions expire.   Call  Mrs.   Will   R.   Forker,   PA. 

6050. 


PILGRIM  FELLOWSHIP 
/    1 

The  Pilgrims  will  meet  at  the  church  this  eve- 
ning promptly  at  7  p.m.  A  speaker  from  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  Church  will  discuss  "Inter- 
racial   Relations." 

Until  the  Junior  Pilgrim  Fellowship  can  be 
organized,  the  Junior  High  P.F.ers  will  meet  with 
the  Senior  P.  F.  Everyone  of  High  School  and 
Junior  High  School  age  is  invited  to  attend  any 
R'nd  all  of  the  P.  F.  meetings.  For  further  in- 
formation, call  Bill  Miles,  RO.  5046. 

Last  Sunday  a  very  interesting  talk  was  given 
on   the   Palestine   question   by   Mr.   Ed.    Savat. 


YOUNG  ADULTS  OF  MESSIAH 

I  v/as  at  Bikini !  Hear  Mr.  Paul  Alpine,  ex- 
N;iv;il  Offiofei',  on  the  lighter  incidents  of  Oper- 
ji'Lion  Cros;;-roads.  ITie  Young  Auults  are  featur- 
ing a'  supper  with  Spanish  food,  7:30  p.m.  Sun- 
day,  Feb.   9,   1947. 
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LINCOLN— A  COSMOPOLITAN  CHRISTIAN 


The  beginning  of  the  Lenten  season  invites  a  review 
of  some  of  the  religious  bodies  with  which  the  Lincoln 
family  came  in  contact.  It  is  well  known  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  not  a  member  of  any  church  group,  yet  he 
was  a  man  of  profound  faith  in  God.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  this  monograph  to  arrange  chronologically  a  com- 
pilation of  testimonies  in  which  various  denominations 
have  set  forth  their  claims  of  having  influenced  Lincoln 
at  some  time  in  his  life.  A  summary  of  these  allegations 
might  allow  us  to  think  of  Lincoln  as  a  cosmopolitan 
Christian. 

QUAKER 

Lincoln  prepared  a  biographical  sketch  for  John 
Locke  Scripps  in  which  he  wrote:  "The  family  (Lincolns) 
were  originally  Quakers,  though  in  later  times  they  have 
fallen  away  from  the  peculiar  habits  of  that  people." 
We  have  not  discovered  that  any  of  Lincoln's  direct 
ancestors  were  members  of  that  body  although  some  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Lincolns  intermarried  with  the  Quakers. 
When  Herbert  Hoover  became  President  the  Society  of 
Friends  claimed  two  chief  executives,  Lincoln  and 
Hoover. 

METHODIST 

The  parents  of  Lincoln  were  married  by  a  Methodist 
clergyman,  Jesse  Head,  and  when  Thomas  Lincoln  mar- 
ried his  second  wife  another  minister  of  that  church, 
John  L.  Rogers,  performed  the  ceremony.  When  Lincoln 
became  President,  the  Foundry  Methodist  Church  at 
Washington,  where  Lincoln  was  in  attendance  on  a 
special  occasion,  by  subscriptions  collected  at  the  time, 
made  the  President  a  Life  Director  of  its  Missionary 
Society.  The  Methodist  Bishop  Simpson  spoke  the  last 
eulogy  over  the  body  of  Lincoln  at  Springfield,  Illinois. 
BAPTIST 

Lincoln's  parents  very  early  affiliated  with  the  Little 
Mount  Separate  Baptist  Church  in  Kentucky  which  was 
an  anti-slavery  organization.  After  the  President's  death 
his  widow  wrote:  "My  husband's  heart  was  naturally 
religious,  he  had  often  described  to  me  his  noble  mother 
— the  prayers  she  offered  up  for  him."  During  the  In- 
diana days  the  father  Thomas  joined  Pigeon  Baptist 
Church  by  letter  from  Kentucky  and  his  second  wife 
joined  by  experience.  Abraham's  sister  affiliated  wdth 
the  church  about  the  time  of  her  wedding  and  it  was 
customary  for  young  people  to  postpone  church  member- 
ship until  establishing  a  home.  Abraham  did  not  marry 
until  he  was  thirty-three  years  old. 

CATHOLIC 

Abraham  Lincoln's  first  school  teacher  was  Zachariah 
Riney,  a  member  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Abe's  Aunt  Mary 
Mudd  Lincoln  and  her  son  also  named  Abraham,  the 
President's  cousin,  were  also  members  of  that  church. 
A  Eucharistic  Congress  was  held  in  Chicago  in  1927 
and  Cardinal  Mudelein  according  to  the  press,  stated: 
"When  Father  St.  Cyr  came  to  say  mass  for  Lincoln's 
stepmother,  Mr.  Lincoln  (Abraham,  the  President)  would 
prepare  the  altar  himself.  Indeed  with  his  own  hands 
Abraham  carved  out  six  wooden  chairs  to  be  used  at  the 
mass."  Apparently  stepmother  was  confused  with  aunt. 

DISCIPLES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Lincoln  after  settling  in  Illi- 
nois affiliated  with  the  Disciples  of  Christ  or  Christian 
Church  and  they  both  died  members  of  this  church.  A 
reminiscence  of  Rev.  John  0.  Kane,  a  well  known  minis- 
ter of  the  Christian  Church  stated:  "I  baptised  him 
(Abraham  Lincoln)  in  a  creek  near  Springfield,  Illinois. 
...  I  placed  his  name  on  the  church  book.  He  lived  and 
died  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ."  (Name  does 
not  appear  on  register.)  Dr.  Edward  Scribner  Ames, 
minister  of  the  University  Church  of  Disciples  in  Chi- 


cago stated  in  a  sermon:  "Lincoln  could  very  well  be 
a  member  of  this  church.  Why  not  take  him  in."  The 
following  year  Dr.  Ames  unveiled  a  Lincoln  bust  and 
concluded  the  ceremonies  with  the  statement,  "Mr. 
Lincoln  we  receive  you  into  the  membership  and  fellow- 
ship of  this  church." 

EPISCOPALIAN 

An  Episcopalian  clergyman  of  Springfield,  Illinois, 
Rev.  Charles  Dresser  officiated  at  the  wedding  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd.  Later  Lincoln  purchased 
the  rectory  from  Dr.  Dresser  and  lived  in  that  home 
during  the  Springfield  years.  Approaching  the  choir  in 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New  York  there 
has  been  prepared  in  the  parapet  a  series  of  twenty  re- 
cesses each  representing  a  century  in  the  Christian  era. 
The  niche  prepared  for  the  nineteenth  century  contains 
a  statuette  of  Abraham  Lincoln  suggesting  that  he  had 
contributed  most  to  Christian  civilization  during  that 
century. 

PRESBYTERIAN 

Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Springfield,  111.  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  al- 
though not  a  formal  member,  served  in  different  capaci- 
ties for  the  church.  During  the  Washington  days  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  attended  the  New  York  Ave.  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  rented  a  pew  in  the  church  which 
now  bears  a  memorial  tablet.  Mrs.  Sydney  Lauck,  for 
seventy  years  a  member  of  the  church  said  on  the  infor- 
mation of  Dr.  Gurley,  the  minister,  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln "but  for  the  assassin  who  took  his  life  would  have 
made  public  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ  on  Easter 
1865." 

CONGREGATIONALIST 

Dr.  W.  E.  Barton,  a  leading  Congregationalist  minis- 
ter, gave  an  address  at  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
111.  On  the  assumption  that  Ann  Rutledge  before  her 
death  was  planning  to  attend  the  Jacksonville  Female 
College,  and  also  assuming  that  Lincoln  would  have 
followed  her  and  attended  the  Illinois  College,  Dr.  Barton 
ventured  this  conclusion:  "It  requires  no  vivid  stretch 
of  the  imagination  to  think  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
emerging  from  Illinois  College  as  a  Congregational 
minister."  Dr.  Barton  further  observed  that  Lincoln's 
early  training  "would  have  made  him  familiar  with  the 
Congregational  form  of  church  government." 

SPIRITUALIST 

The  St.  Louis  Globe  Democrate  on  March  31,  1896  in 
reporting  the  Progressive  Spiritualists  Convention  at 
Springfield,  Mo.  stated  that  a  delegate  claimed:  "Lin- 
coln, as  is  well  established  by  history,  was  a  firm,  be- 
liever in  Spiritualism  as  any  member  of  the  associa- 
tion." Another  delegate  commented:  "It  would  hardly  be 
fair  to  designate  Lincoln  as  a  spiritualist,  though  he  is 
known  to  have  accepted  in  a  general  way  the  truths  of 
our  religion."  In  1891  Nellie  C.  Maynard  published  a 
264  page  book  entitled  "Was  Abraham  Lincoln  a  Spirit- 
ualist?" 

UNITARIAN 

The  American  Unitarian  Association  issued  a  leaflet 
under  the  caption  "He  Never  Joined  a  Church"  in  which 
it  is  stated  "I  think  that  Lincoln  could  have  been  a 
Unitarian  if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  freedom  of  belief, 
the  right  of  every  man  to  think  for  himself  on  matters 
of  religion." 

UNIVERSALIST 

Dr.  Frank  0.  Hall  of  New  York  according  to  a  report 
of  a  sermon  stated:  "We  Universalists  like  to  remember 
that  Lincoln  believed  in  the  ideals  our  church  stands  for. 
He  was  a  predestinarian,  and  his  Calvinistic  faith  made 
him  practically  a  Universalist." 
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Lincoln  never  joined  a  church,  but  eleven 
churches  have  claims  on  him.  Methodists 
also  have  a  claim  or  two  on  Lincoln;  and 
he  must  have  known  a  lot  about  us  .  .  . 


LAST  year  when  the  writer  pen- 
ned the  Lincoln  story  for  the 
Advocate  it  was  intentionally  given 
a  title  —  "...  I  bid  you  an  affec- 
tionate farewell"  —  which  held  a 
"double"   meaning. 

President-elect  Lincoln  closed 
his  farewell  remarks  at  Spring- 
field with  the  sentence  and  this 
writer  had  in  mind  a  similar 
thought ;  it  was  to  be  his  last  writ- 
ten article  for  the  Advocate,  or 
any  other  publication.  After  all, 
with  no  reference  library  avail- 
able, a  memory  can  be  drained. 
And  this  one  is  getting  thin  in 
spots. 

Now,  it's  a  year  later  and  last 
year's  writer,  like  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Lauder,  is  back  with  you 
again  for  another  "farewell  ap- 
pearance." 

It  came  about  this  way:  Christ- 
mas brought  its  avalanche  of  greet- 
ing cards,  all  sincere,  in  good  taste, 
and  very  much  appreciated.  One 
card,  however,  was  of  a  nature 
which  stirred  this  writer's  memory 
and  caused  the  writing  of  this 
present  story.  It  was  a  folded 
piece,  printed  on  a  blue  paper 
cover  stock,  flecked  with  silver 
specks  to  give  a  seasonal  atmos- 
phere.   The  four-line  message  was 


in  the  unmistakable  hand  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  followed  by  his 
signature.  Its  opening  phrase  — 
as  you  will  read  in  the  smaller 
illustration,  "God  bless  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  .  .  ,"  and  the  memory 
of  the   incident  which   caused   its 


AUTHOR'S  The  Christmas  greeting 
NOTE:  card,  mentioned  in  the 

article,  and  reproduced  above,  over- 
printed by  the  headline,  is  the  italicized 
sentence  and  signature  at  the  end  of 
President  Lincoln's  reply  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  original  letter  is  in  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  reproduced  on 
the  opposite  page  is  a  photostat  copy 
from  the  Illinois  State  Library.  This 
photostat,  and  the  cut  above,  are  used 
through  the  courtesy  of  Marion  D.  Pratt, 
of  that  library.  Mrs.  Pratt  was  the  de- 
signer and  the  sender  of  the  Christmas 
card  which  led  to  the  writing  of  this  ar- 
ticle. The  writer  is  grateful  to  Mrs.  Pratt 
for  the  card,  the  idea  which  produced 
the  article,  and  some  of  the  material 
that  went  into  it.  Mrs.  Pratt  is  the 
widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Harry  E.  Pratt, 
long-time  friend  of  the  writer  and  one 
of  the  foremost  of  all  Lincoln  writers 
and  researchers. 

Appreciation  also  to  Dr.  Louis  A. 
Warren,  and  to  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
the  former  and  the  present  director  of 
the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
for  helpful  assistance  on  this  and  earlier 
articles. 


By  T.iOMAS  I.  STARR 


writing    lias    brought    about    this 
article. 

Dr.  Lg  is  A.  Warren,  founder 
of  the  '  '  oln  National  Life  Foun- 
dation, and  long  the  editor  of  the 
valuable  publication,  "Lincoln 
Lore,"  in  an  issue  captioned  "The 
Lincolns  and  the  Methodist 
Clergy,"  revealed  that  Abraham 
Lincoln's  parents,  Thomas  and 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  were  mar- 
ried at  an  1806  June  wedding  by 
a  Methodist  preacher,  Rev.  Jesse 
Head. 

Commencing  their  m^ri  1  life 
in  Elizabethtown,  husbaij  .  Thomas 
met  and  worked  as  a  c»^  \  ■  i  ker 
with  Rev.  Benjamin  -fim  who 
supplemented  his  m^'  IHk.  earn- 
ings with  cabinet  ^•■■-^^  ^^^ 
only  local  mini,  .r  ^..arried 
most  of  the  local  oung  cWples, 
one  of  which  was  Lanie)  '  -^h^-on 
and  Sarah  Bush.  The  |tt  \s 
and  the  Lincolns  we.'e  ac-,  nt  d 
before  the  Lincoln's  d  a  r  \  e 
Sarah  was  born,  in  1807.  *  --)|- 
later  the  Lincolns  acquir^- 
moved  to  a  farm  just  below 
Hodgenville,  where  their  second 
child,  a  son,  was  born  on  a  cold 
winter  night,  and  named  Abraham, 
after  his  paternal  grandfather. 

The  order  of  events  of  the  next 
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decade,  before  the  next  Methodist 
preacher  appears  in  the  family 
history,  includes  loss  of  the  farm, 
through  a  faulty  title;  moving  to 
a  new  farm,  where  another  baby 
boy  was  born  to  Thomas  and 
Nancy,  and  died  almost  immed- 
iately; then  the  moving  of  the 
Lincolns  across  the  Ohio  River  to 
Spencer  County,  Indiana ;  the 
death  of  Nancy  and,  after  a  suit- 
able time,  the  introduction  of  a  new 
mother  into  the  Lincoln  home. 

At  this  point,  in  the  summer  of 
1819,  there  is  a  traditional  story 
that  the  ten-year-old  Abraham  sent 
word  to  a  Methodist  minister,  back 
in  Kentucky,  to  come  to  Indiana, 
to  perform  funeral  rites  over  the 
grave  of  his  dead  mother. 


In  November  1819,  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, wanting  a  new  mother  for 
his  children,  Sarah  and  Abraham, 
returned  to  Elizabethtown,  quickly 
courted  and  was  married  to  the 
widow,  Sarah  Bush  Johnston, 
whose  sheriff-husband  was  then 
deceased.  Rev.  George  L.  Rogers, 
then  a  Methodist  minister  in  Eliz- 
abethtown, and  a  friend  of  the 
Widow  Johnston,  performed  the 
marriage. 

The  new  Mrs.  Lincoln  became  a 
beloved  stepmother  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  his  sister  Sarah. 

It  is  probable  that  Lincoln's 
Methodist  stepmother  had  as  great 
an  influence  upon  him  as  did  his 
own  mother,  possibly  greater. 
Some  of  the  Lincoln  students  still 
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While  it  is  true  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
never  became  a  member  of  any  church, 
the  Methodists  do  have  a  claim  because 
he  asked  for  membership  in  a  Methodist 
missionary  organization,  and  contributed 
materially  to  its  work.  That  story  can 
come  later  .  .  .  when  the  writer  may 
make  another  "Harry  Lauder  Farewell 
Appearance." 


argue  the  matter:  to  which  of  his 
mothers  was  he  referring  when  he 
is  said  to  have  told  Herndon,  "All 
that  I  am  or  ever  hope  to  be  I  owe 
to  my  angel  mother;  blessings  on 
her  memory?" 

His  own  mother,  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  had  been  dead  for  years; 
his  beloved  stepmother  was  still 
alive  and,  in  fact,  outlived  him 
by  several  years.  True,  he  spoke 
of  his  "angel"  mother,  yet  he  is 
also  known  to  have  said  that  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston  Lincoln  had  "been 
an  angel"  to  him.  Take  your 
choice,  each  in  turn  was  an  excel- 
lent mother. 

Lincoln's  early  political  career 
cannot  be  mentioned  without  the 
inclusion  of  a  Methodist  minister. 
It  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Cartwright, 
a  circuit  rider  and  a  Jacksonian 
Democrat,  who  gave  Lincoln  the 
only  defeat  the  young  Whig  ever 
received  at  the  voting  polls. 

Even  today,  we  have  sometimes 
a  Methodist  minister  who  mixes 
his  profession  with  politics;  pos- 
sibly Cartwright  was  the  first  one. 
But  Abraham  Lincoln  cut  short 
his  political  career.  The  preacher 
spent  a  single  term  in  the  Illinois 
state  legislature,  but  the  young 
Whig  was  elected  for  the  next  four 
terms.  Cartwright  never  sought 
that  office  again,  although  the  two 
were  again  together  in  the  political 
arena  when  they  sought  a  seat  in 
the  nation's  30th  Congress.  Lin- 
coln won,  the  Methodist  preacher 
didn't. 

Fascinating  are  the  stories  that 
can  be  told  of  Peter  Cartwright 
who  won  a  place  for  himself  in  the 
Lincoln  story.  Fascinating,  too, 
is  the  fact  that  years  later,  after 
Lincoln's  death,  when  Peter  the 
preacher  penned  his  own  autobiog- 
raphy, he  never  gave  Lincoln  a 
mention.    Cartwright  had  a  lot  to 

(Continued  on  page  19) 


Tlext  70ee& 

By  Waiiam  Cordwell  Prout 

Feb.  11  (1836)— Birth  of  Washington 
Gladden  at  Potts.orove,  Penn.,  eloquent 
Congregational  minister,  author  and 
civic  leader.  He  wrote  the  hymns  "0 
Master,  Let  Me  Walk  With  Thee"  and 
"Behold    A    Sower!    From    Afar." 

Feb.  11  (1847)— Birth  of  Thomas  Alva 
Edison,    inventor,    Milan,    Ohio. 

Feb.  12  (1612)— Birth  of  the  English 
satirical  poet,  Samuel  Butler,  Strens- 
ham,  Worcestershire,  famous  for  his 
"Hudibras,"  designed  to  ridicule  the 
Puritans. 

Feb.  12  (1915)— Death  of  Fanny 
Crosby,  well-known  Methodist  poet  and 
hymn  writer.  Seven  of  her  hymns  are 
in    The    Methodist    Hymnal. 

Feb.   13    (1951)— Death   of  Lloyd   Cassel 

Douglas,    Congregational    minister    and 

novelist. 

Feb.    14     (1546) — Luther    preached    his 

last  sermon  at  Eisleben,  his  birthplace. 

Feb.  14  (1892)— Dr.  Charles  H.  Park- 
hurst  (1845-1921)  started  the  over- 
throw of  Tammany  Hall  by  a  sermon 
on  the  text  "Ye  are  the  salt  of  the 
earth."  As  pastor  of  the  Madison 
Square  Presbyterian  Church,  Dr.  Park- 
hurst  is  credited  with  beginning  the 
campaign  against  Tammany  Hall.  In 
this  sermon,  he  referred  to  the  New 
York  City  administration  as  "a  lying, 
perjured,  rum-soaked,  and  libidinous 
lot." 

Feb.  15  (1742)— The  Bristol  Methodist 
Society  was  divided  into  classes  of 
about  twelve  persons  under  a  class 
leader.  This  system  was  introduced  in 
London  on  March  25. 
Feb.  15  (1881)— Birth  of  William  War- 
ren Sweet  in  Baldwin,  Kansas,  Meth- 
odist minister   and   church  historian. 

Feb.  16  (1562)— Five  ships  with  French 
Huguenots  left  France  for  the  New 
World.  They  landed  on  the  Florida 
coast  on  April  30  and  settled  in  South 
Carolina,  becoming  the  first  Protestant 
and  the  first  French  colony  in  America. 
This  settlement  lasted  about  two  years. 
Feb.  16  (1867)— First  printing  of 
Sabine  Baring-Gould's  hymn  "Now  the 
Day  Is  Over"  in  The  Church  Times. 
Feb.  17  (1816)— Birth  of  Edward  Hop- 
per in  New  York  City,  Presbyterian 
minister,  author  of  the  hymn  "Jesus, 
Savior,    Pilot    Me." 

Feb.  17  (1876)— Death  of  Horace  Bush- 
nell  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Congregational 
clergyman  and  writer.  His  work  on 
"Christian  Nurture"  is  a  milestone  in 
Christian    Education. 

All  publication  rightt  cetervti 
FEBRUARY  8,    1962 


Lincoln  and  the  Methodists 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

write  about  his  bouts  with  the  Devil, 
but  he  wrote  little  about  politics  and 
never  whispered  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Lincoln  never  belonged  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church  for  the  same  reason  that 
he  was  never  a  formal  member  of  any 
church;  although  at  least  eleven  Chris- 
tian denominations  have  reasonably 
valid  reasons  for  their  claims  upon  him. 
Di-.  Warren  called  him  "A  cosmopolitan 
Christian."  Of  his  unqualified  and  con- 
stant reliance  upon  the  Divine  Being, 
especially  during  the  war  years,  and 
for  some  years  before,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  anyone  who  will 
read   his   speeches   and  writings. 

Just  as  evident,  too,  was  the  reliance 
that  Lincoln  placed  upon  prayer.  That 
he  was  a  man  who  talked  often  with 
his  God,  and  went  often  to  Him  with 
problems  and  petitions,  there  can  be 
no   doubt. 

There's  the  story  of  the  group  of 
ministers  (denomination  unknown)  who, 
in  conference  with  Lincoln  asked  that 
he  pray  constantly  for  the  Lord  "to  be 
on  the  side  of  the  Union"  and  thus  hasten 
the  defeat  of  the  Rebels.  Shocked  they 
were  when  the  President  told  them  that 
he  would  never  utter  a  prayer  like  that. 
His  prayer,  he  told  them,  would  be  that 
"the  Union  might  always  be  on  the  side 
of  the  Lord." 

Delegations  of  ministers  of  various 
churches  called  often  to  counsel  with 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  did  indi- 
vidual ministers,  several  of  whom  be- 
came faithful  and  much  relied  upon  ad- 
visers. Among  these  in  particular  were 
the  Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley  of  the 
New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  Bishop  Matthew  Simpson  of  the 
Washington  Area  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Both  men  participated  in  the 
Lincoln  funeral  services  in  the  White 
House,  both  rode  the  funeral  train  from 
Washington  to  Illinois,  accompanying 
the  body  of  the  assassinated  president, 
and  both  delivered  funeral  orations  in 
Springfield. 

Among  the  official  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  meeting  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1864,  was  to  prepare,  adopt  and  de- 
liver a  written  "address"  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Lincoln  had 
held  the  office  for  38  months,  37  of 
which  the  nation  had  been  at  war. 

Obviously  written  by  a  committee,  the 
conference  took  654  words,  many  of  them 
multisyllable,  to  express  their  confi- 
dence in  the  nation,  its  leader,  and  the 
ultimate  outcome  of  "this  cruel  and 
wicked  rebellion,"  to  tell  the  President 
that  they  were  speaking  for  "nearly 
seven  thousand  ministers  and  a  million 
members." 

"With  exultation,"  the  document 
stated,  "we  point  to  the  record  of  our 
church  as  having  never  been  tarnished 


by  disloyalty.  She  was  the  first  of  the 
churches  to  express,  by  a  deputation  of 
her  most  distinguished  ministers,  the 
promise  of  support  to  the  Government 
of  (President)  Washington.  In  her  Ar- 
ticles of  Religion,  she  has  enjoined  loy- 
alty as  a  duty,  and  has  ever  given  to 
the  Government  her  most  decided  sup- 
port. 

"In  this  present  struggle  for  the  na- 
tion's life,  many  thousands  of  her  mem- 
bers and  a  large  number  of  her  min- 
isters have  rushed  to  arms  to  main- 
tain the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 
They  have  sealed  their  devotion  to  the 
country  with  their  blood  and  on  every 
battle-field  of  this  terrible  war." 

Quoted  are  only  two  of  the  docu- 
ment's eleven  wordy,  yet  meaningful, 
paragraphs.  Lincoln  used  two  para- 
graphs of  137  words  to  make  formal 
answer  after  he  had  spent  more  than 
an  hour  in  conversation  with  the  five- 
member  committee.  The  committee  in- 
cluded Bishop  Ames,  Rev.  Joseph  Cum- 
mings.  Rev.  Granville  Moody,  Rev. 
Charles  Elliott,  and  Rev.  George  Peck. 

Wrote  President  Lincoln  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference: 

"Gentlemen:  In  response  to  your  ad- 
dress, allow  me  to  attest  the  accuracy 
of  its  historical  statements,  endorse  the 
sentiments  it  expresses,  and  thank  you, 
in  the  nation's  name,  for  the  sure  prom- 
ise it  gives. 

"Nobly  sustained  as  the  Government 
has  been  by  all  the  churches,  I  would 
utter  nothing  which  might  in  the  least 
appear  invidious  against  any.  Yet,  with- 
out this,  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  less  de- 
voted than  the  best,  is,  by  its  greater 
numbers,  the  most  important  of  all.  It 
is  no  fault  to  others  that  the  Methodist 
Church  sends  more  soldiers  to  the  field, 
more  nurses  to  the  hospitals,  and  more 
prayers  to  Heaven  than  any.  God  bless 
the  Methodist  Church  —  bless  all  the 
churches  —  and  blessed  be  God,  Who,  in 
this  our  great  trial,  giveth  us  the 
churches." 


The  Youthful  Lincoln 

This  week's  cover  carries  a  picture  of 
the  statue  of  a  young  Abraham  Lincoln. 
It  stands  at  the  entrance  of  the  village 
in  which  he  lived  for  six  years.  New 
Salem,  111.  It  shows  the  Great  Emanci- 
pator carrying  a  law  book  and  an  axe: 
the  "rail-splitter"  and  attorney  who 
went  on  to  greatness  in  the  Presidency. 
The  words  "with  malice  toward  none" 
are  his  words  and  his  epitaph.  The 
nine-foot  bronze  statue  is  the  work  of 
Sculptor  Avard  T.  Fairbanks,  formerly 
of  Ann  Arbor. 
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May  27,  1962 

Linooln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

As  you  are  interested  in  Lincolniana  I  felt  you  mi^t  find  some  value  in  the 
enclosed  Linooln  Story,  found  in  a  letter  dated  January  21,  1863,  written 
by  George  Washington  Speer,  Colonel  of  the  149th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Regiment.   The  Colonel  was  in  Washington  as  Provost  Marshall  of  the  United 
States  with  rank  of  Major. 

This  letter  is  recorded  in  a 

"Memorial  to  Robert  W.  Speer" 
a  copy  of  which  is  in  our  Denver  Public  Library.  Mr.  Speer  was  Mayor  of 
Denver,  1904-1912. 

Also  the  following  described  book  of  Lincoln  Stories,  etc.  oame  into  ray 
possession  a  few  days  ago.  If  you  are  interested  and  do  not  have  a  copy  I 
will  gladly  mail  it  to  you. 

Abraham  Linooln* s  Stories  and  Speeches 
Edited  by  J.  B.  McClure,  A.M. 
Chicago 
Rhodes  and  McClure  Publishing  Company 

1895 
Fully  Illustrated 


F.  W.  Henry 

1511  Arapahoe  Street 

Denver  2,  Colorado 


THE  STORY 

"Sunday  morning  at  eleven  I  went  to  hear  Bishop  Simpson  preach  on 
Missions.     The   house  was  densely  packed  and  when  President  Lincoln 
came  in,   he  could  scarcely  get  a  seat.     The  Bishop  opened  my  heart 
for  the   first  time  to  the  importance   of  missions •     After  they  had 
raised  about  $500.00  and  had  got   about  all  that   appeared  could  be 
got,   I  raised  up  and  stated  that   I  would   give   $10.00  toward  making 
Abraham  Lincoln  a  Life  Director  of  the  Society  if  the  audience  would 
raise  the   other  $140.00.     Lincoln  got  up  and  told  the  Bishop  that  ho 
would  pay  the  other,  but  the  audience  raised  it  at   once,   and   such 
shouting  and  praying  you  would  hardly  think  could  be  tolerated  here 
as  was  heard  for  the   next  ten  minutes.     The  Bishop  said  it  was  a 
noble  suggestion  of  that  young  officer  and  Lincoln  came  and  gave  me 
his  hand  and  asked  me  to  call  on  him  often.     The  meeting  broke   up 
at  2:00  P.M." 


June  4,  1962 


hfr.  P.  W.  Henry- 
is  11  Arapahoe  V  tree  t 
Denver  2,  Colorado 

Dear  Mr.  Henry: 

I  have  your  letter  of  May  27  and  I  want 
to  thank  yo^a  for  the  inforriation  it  contained, 
I  read  with  interest  of  tl^  eatablishraent  of 
the  fiind  making  Lincoln  a  life  director  of 
the  Methodist  Mission. 

Tliis  infonr.ation  will  be  placed  in 
our  permanent  files. 

\^  have  copies   (different  editions) 
of  J.  B.  McClure*s  book,   "Atoaham  Lincoln's 
Stories  and  Speectes"  published  in  1f^95  by 
the  Rhodes  and  MoClure  Publishing  Coir:pany. 
I  do  not  think  w©  would  have  any  use  for 
a  duplicate  co|:y. 

Yours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGH/md 


Tae   Eveninfr  Bulletin,    Phil.-u    l'-.-:b.    17,    19n8 


Lincoln's  Church  Affiliation 

He  Was  Made  Director  of  Missionary  Society 


Harris 


Washington  —  As  we  com- 
meraortted  Lincoln's  birthday 
this  past  week,  millions  of 
Americans  rejoiced  at  the  res- 
toration of  Ford's  Theatre  here 
in  Washing- 
ton where,  in 
1865,  the  foul 
deed  ended 
the  life  of  the 
Great  Eman- 
cipator. 

Abra  ham 
Lincoln,  who 
was  so  Christ- 
like in  his  hu- 
man qualities, 
never  took 
the  vows  of  church  member- 
ship. He  was,  however,  quite 
faithful  in  his  altendunce  at 
services  of  public  worship. 

When  with  fearful  rcsponsi- 
"bilities  upon  him  he  camo  In 
Washington,  he  was  happy  Id 
know  that  his  good  friend  of 
Springfield  years,  the  Rev.  Di'. 
,  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  had  cnau- 
to  be  the  pastor  of  (jio  Now 
York  Av.  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  capital  city.  Because  of 
the  former  association,  tiic* 
President  rented  a  pew  in  Iiis 
friend's  church  and  often  wor- 
shiped there. 

Nearby  Church 

During  Lincoln's  years  in 
the  White  House,  times  that 
tried  men's  souls  etched  deep 
lines  in  his  brooding  face.  He 
felt  the  need  of  the  spiritual 
•lixir  that  only  worship  can 
bring. 

Quite  often  he  would  slip-inlo 
the  nearby  Foundry  Mnhodisi 
Episcopal  Church,  then  localed 
»t'  14th  and  G  sts.  While  at- 
tending a  service  there  one 
Sunday  morning,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  only  church  or- 
ganization   he    ever    actually 
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Chaplain,  U.  S.  Stnatt 

joined."  The  pastor  was  another 
close  friend,  Bishop  Matthew 
Simpson,  one  of  the  mott  eio> 
quent  preachers  of  the  time.  It 
was  he,  who  after  the  tragic 
end  of  tlie  Great  Emancipa- 
tor's life,  accompanied  Mrs. 
Lincoln  to  Illinois  and  deliv- 
ered  the  funeral  oration. 

Appeal  for  Missidm 

When  the  renowned  and  pro- 
phetic Bishop  Simpson  cam*  to 
the  Foundry  pulpit,  Lincoln 
was  a  rapt  listener.  At  the 
service  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  the  Bishop  de- 
livered a  stirring  missTonaiy 
sermon.  It,  of  course,  had  to 
do  with  taking  the  Christian 
message  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth. 

His  fellow  worshippers  no- 
ticed that  Mr.  Lincoln  evi- 
dently had  been  greatly  af- 
fected by  the  appeal  of  the 
preacher.  At  the  close  of  ihe 
sermon  .an  opportunity  was 
given  for  any  present  t©  b^ 
come  a  life  director  «f  th« 
General  Missionary  SocHity  ef 
the  Methodist  Epiaeoptl 
Church  by  the  paymmt  of 
$150.00,  a  rather  tidy  turn  In 
those  days. 

One  of  the  church  officials 
arose  and  suggested  that  it 
would  be  most  appropriate  if 
that  amount  were  raised  for 
I  he  purpose  of  making  the 
President  a  member  if  he 
would  consent.  At  once,  sever- 
al voices  were  lifted,  eager  to 
contribute  toward  the  ameunt. 
However,  Mr.  Lincoln  inslsltd 
on  paying  the  SISO.M  hiniMlf. 
Then  and  there  he  scrittMei  • 
note    agreeing    to    become    ■ 


member'  tnd  handed  it  to  the 
Bishop. 

At  the  Methodist  headquar- 
ters in  New  York,  a  special 
certificate  was  prepared  and 
given  to  Mr.  Lincoln.  It  was 
Inscribed  as  follows: 

"This  certifies  that  His  Ex- 
.celJency,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
'  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  is  constituted  K 
lift  director  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist 
Church  by  the  payment  of 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  dol- 
lors." 

The  certificate  was  hung  in 
a  cmispicuous  place  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive Mansion  until  the  time 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  death.  It  was, 
in  fact,  on  the  wall  on  that 
fateful  night  when  he  left  the 
White  House  for  the  Ford 
Theatre,  where  his  earthly  life 
was  to  be  snuffed  out. 

After  the  assassination  the 
framed  document  was  given  to 
one  of  his  bodyguards,  who 
took  it  back  with  him  to 
Illinois. 

Fut  in  Attic 

For  many  years  after  the 
guard's  death,  it  lay  unnoticed 
u  an  attic,  Sometime  after  its 
rediscovery  it  became  a  valued 
part  of  the  Townsend  Lincoln 
Collection  in  Lexington,  Ky. 

The  owner  of  that  collection, 
William  Townsend,  said  of  this 
document:  "It  has  been  very 
frequently  the  chief  object  of 
interest  of  many  people  who 
have  traveled  long  distances  to 
see  the  recorded  evidence  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  only  official 
connection  with  a  religious  as- 
sociation." 

Today,  the  certificate  which 
Ms  Lincoln  to  the  church 
mmi  in  its  original  frame,  is 
on  permanent  display  here. 


^^''  ^^-^l 


^cfflcQlii  and  the 


ST^SLE   SAVAGE 


Almost  everyone  knows  that  President  Lin- 
cold  was  defeated  in  one  of  his  races  for  the  Illi- 
nois State  Legislature  by  the  colorful  Methodist 
circuit  rider,  Peter  Cartwright.  What  is  less 
known  is  that  after  Lincoln  was  elected  president, 
he  voluntarily  joined  and  was  made  "a  life  direc- 
tor of  the  Missionary  Society  of  The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  payment  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars." 

This  is  the  only  religious  organization  Lincoln 
ever  joined! 

While  in  Washington,  the  Lincolns  attended  the 
New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church.  Never- 
theless, the  Methodists  had  a  profound  influence 
on  his  life.  The  one  who  gave  his  funeral  oration 
at  Springfield,  Illinois,  was  an  old  friend,  a  Meth- 
odist bishop,  Matthew  Simpson. 

At  the  time  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth  near 
Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  both  his  parents,  Tom  and 


Nancy  Lincoln,  were  Baptists.  But  their  marriage 
ceremony  had  been  performed  by  a  Methodist 
preacher,  red-headed  Jesse  Head,  who  also  edited 
a  newspaper. 

Tom  Lincoln,  Abe's  father,  earned  his  living  by 
farming  and  doing  odd  jobs.  One  of  his  better 
skills  was  that  of  cabinetmaking.  From  whom  did 
he  learn  this?  Probably  from  Benjamin  Ogden,  a 
Methodist  preacher  who  lived  near  the  Lincolns 
at  Elizabethtown.  A  note  about  him  says:  "His 
name  was  a  synonym  of  courage  and  suffering.  He 
alone  transversed  the  wilds,  swam  the  rivers,  and 
encountered  difficulty  and  danger."  In  1786 
Ogden  was  the  only  Kentucky  preacher  listed  in 
the  minutes  of  the  conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church. 

Tom  Lincoln's  name  and  that  of  Ogden  appear 
together  in  many  early  documents.  Ogden  per- 
formed more  marriages  than  anyone  else  in  that 
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part  of  Kentucky  in  his  day.  But  like  many  other 
preachers  of  the  period,  he  was  forced  to  earn  a 
part  of  his  living  by  manual  labor.  Being  a  cabi- 
netmaker, he  was  kept  busy  at  this  trade. 

On  March  13,  1806,  he  solemnized  the  wedding 
of  Sarah  Bush  and  the  jailor,  Daniel  Johnston. 
Years  later,  after  the  death  of  both  Nancy  Lin- 
coln and  Daniel  Johnston,  Tom  Lincoln  and  Sarah 
Bush  Johnston  were  married.  And  once  again  a 
Methodist  preacher  was  engaged  for  the  event. 
The  minister  this  time  was  George  L.  Rogers. 
Thus  Abe  Lincoln's  mother  was  married  by  a 
Methodist  preacher,  and  his  stepmother  was  mar- 
ried on  both  occasions  by  Methodist  preachers! 

In  1832  twenty-three-year-old  Abe  Lincoln  ran 
for  a  seat  in  the  Illinois  Legislature  from  Sanga- 
mon County.  One  of  the  other  contenders  was  the 
famous  Methodist  evangelist,  Peter  Cartwright. 

Young  Abe  did  not  expect  to  be  elected.  In 
one  speech  he  is  reported  to  have  said:  "I  am 
humble  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  have  been  solicited  by 
my  friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  legisla- 
ture. My  politics  are  short  and  sweet,  like  the 
old  woman's  dance.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  internal- 
improvements  system  and  a  high  protective  tariff. 
These  are  my  sentiments  and  political  principles. 
If  elected  I  shall  be  thankful;  if  not,  it  will  be 
all  the  same." 

Cartwright,  with  the  advantage  of  age,  experi- 
ence, and  established  reputation,  was  among  those 
elected;  while  Lincoln,  although  number  seven 
among  the  twelve  candidates,  was  a  loser. 

Again  in  1846  Lincoln  and  Cartwright  were 
opposing  candidates.  This  time  the  goal  was  Con- 
gress, and  this  time  Abe  wanted  desperately  to 
be  elected.  A  famous  story  has  survived  the  cam- 
paign. It  seems  that  during  the  heat  of  the  con- 
test Lincoln,  against  the  advice  of  his  friends,  went 
to  hear  the  preacher-candidate. 

After  thumping  the  pulpit  in  his  customary 
manner,  Cartwright  exhorted:  "All  who  desire 
to  lead  a  new  life,  to  give  their  hearts  to  God, 
and  to  go  to  heaven,  will  stand." 

Many  of  the  crowd  stood.  But  Lincoln  remained 
steadfast  in  his  seat  like  a  stack  of  books. 

"Where  are  you  going  ?"  demanded  Cartwright. 

"I  am  going  to  Congress,"  replied  Lincoln.  This 
witty  return  broke  up  the  meeting. 

When  the  votes  were  counted,  it  was  learned 
that  Lincoln  was  a  winner  by  a  substantial  ma- 
jority. 

After  Abe  had  been  elected  President,  he  and 
his  family  became  regular  attendants  at  the  New 
York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church.  And  the  pas- 
tor. Dr.  Gurley,  became  a  warm  friend.  Lincoln 
contributed  money  to  the  church  and  often  at- 
tended the  midweek  services.   Nevertheless,   he 


continued  to  have  warm  feelings  toward  the  Meth- 
odists who  had  had  such  an  influence  for  good 
in  the  communities  of  his  youth  and  childhood. 

During  a  Methodist  Conference  in  Philadelphia, 
some  of  the  clergymen  went  over  to  see  Lincoln 
in  order  to  assure  him  of  their  support.  After- 
wards, he  wrote  them  a  letter: 

"Nobly  sustained  as  the  government  has  been 
by  the  churches,  I  could  utter  nothing  which 
might,  in  the  least,  appear  invidious  against  any. 
Yet,  without  this,  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  less  devoted  than 
the  best,  is  by  its  greater  numbers,  the  most  im- 
portant of  all .  . .  God  bless  The  Methodist  Church 
— bless  all  the  churches — and  blessed  be  God,  who, 
in  this  our  great  trial,  giveth  us  the  churches. 
A.  Lincoln." 

After  President  Lincoln  had  listened  to  Bishop 
Simpson  preach  a  missionary  sermon  in  the 
Foundry  Methodist  Church  of  Washington,  D.C., 
someone  suggested  that  Lincoln  be  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  missionary  society.  And  to  help  pay 
the  fee,  a  collection  of  twenty  dollars  was  quickly 
raised. 

Lincoln  responded  by  getting  to  his  feet  and 
addressing  the  pulpit :  "Bishop,"  he  said,  his  long 
loose  arms  extended  in  a  gesture,  "this  is  the  first 
time  I  was  ever  put  on  the  block — ^here  is  my 
money,  take  me  down." 

The  exact  date  of  this  affair  is  not  known,  but 
the  certificate  proving  that  it  is  true  was  published 
in  The  Christian  Advocate  on  May  27,  1915. 

From  various  scattered  sources  it  seems  that 
Lincoln  was  made  a  "Life  Member"  in  1861 
through  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars;  and  a 
"Life  Director"  in  1863  by  the  payment  of  one 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

Bishop  Simpson  was  the  one  who  was  given  the 
honor  of  preaching  the  final  funeral  rites  for 
Lincoln  at  Springfield.  In  his  eulogy,  which  dwelt 
on  the  President's  character,  the  Methodist  bishop 
included  these  words :  "His  career  teaches  young 
men  that  every  position  of  eminence  is  open  before 
the  diligent  and  worthy.  To  the  active  men  of  the 
country,  his  example  is  an  incentive  to  trust  in 
God  and  do  right." 

Although  he  never  joined  a  church,  Lincoln 
was  a  firm  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Chris- 
tian message.  A  document  in  the  Garrett  Theo- 
logical School  quotes  Lincoln  as  saying:  "When 
I  became  President  I  did  not  love  Him ;  when  God 
took  my  son  I  was  greatly  impressed,  but  still  I 
did  not  love  Him ;  but  when  I  stood  upon  the  bat- 
tlefield of  Gettysburg  I  gave  my  heart  to  Christ, 
and  I  can  now  say  that  I  do  love  my  Savior." 

Other  fragments  of  evidence  seem  to  confirm 
this  statement.  ■ 
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HIS    ALMOST    CHOSEN    PEOPLE 


When  Abraham  lincoln  was  on  his  way  to  his  inauguration  as  President 
he  stopped,   among  many  other  places,  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey  and  made  a  brief 
speech  to  the  State  Senate.     The  geographical  locale,  on  which  some  of  the 
important  fighting  of  the  Revolution  occurred,  reminded  him  of  the  reading  he 
had  done  as  a  boy  about  that  struggle  and  the  crisis  he  faced,   and  he  said: 

I  recollect  thinking  then,  boy  even  though  I  was,  that  there  must  have 
been  something  more  than  common  that  those  men  struggled  for.     I  am 
exceedingly  anxious  that  the  thing  which  they  struggled  for. .  .  — this 
Union,    the  Constitution,   and  the  liberties  of  the  people  shall  be 
perpetuated  in  accordance  with  the  original  idea  for  which  that  strugglo  was 
made  and  I  Sufll  be  most  happy  indeed  if  I  shall  be  an  humble  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,   and  of  tliis,  his  almost  chosen  people,   for 
perpetuating  the  object  of  that  great  struggle. 

What  did  he  mean  by  that  striking  phrase,    "his  almost  chosen  people"? 
Clearly  it  is  a  reflection  of  his  familiarity  with  the  Old  Testament  idea  that  the 
Jews  were  a  chosen  people,   an  idea  taken  ova:  by  the  Christians  who  thought  of 
themselves  as  a  new  Israel,  "a  chosen  race,   a  royal  priesthood,   a  holy  nation. 
God's  own  people"  (1  Peter  2:9).     Yet  he  certainly  did  not  mean  it  in  the  narrow, 
jingoistiCj chauvinistic  sense  that  most  Jews  and  Christians  have  taken  it  to  mesn. 
Maybe  he  put  in  that  word  "almost"  as  a  guard  against  that  very  meaning;     maybe 
he  meant  we  had  a  chance  to  be  something  greater  than  we  had  ever  beej., 

Ffistorians  are  pretty  well  agreed  on  the  main  events  in  Lincoln's  own 
personal  religious  odyssey.     His  parents  were  Baptists  but  he  was  not.     As  a  boy 
he  enjoyed  making  fun  of  the  hell-fire  and  brimstone  preaching  of  the  raw  frortier. 
As  a  young  man  he  was  a  deist  more  than  anything  else.   But,  as  a  cure  for  his 
depression  after  breaking  his  first  engagement  to  Mary  Todd,  a  friend  gave  hira 
a  Bible  and  he  became  a  regular  reader  of  it.    After  the  death  in  Illinois  of  their 
son  Eddie  Baker  Lincoln,    his  wife  became  a  Presbyterian  and  he  rented  a  pew 
and  often  attended  services,  but  refused  to  join;  he  also  acquired  a  devotional 
book  which  he  apparently  carried  with  him.     In  Washington  he  attended  the 
Presbyterian  Church  but  did  not  join,  and  after  the  death  of  Willie  at  about  the 
time  of  Gettysburg  his  religion  seemed  visibly  to  deepen.     Admittedly  there  are 
paradoxes  to  it:  never  fully  orthodox  but  nevertheless  increasingly  profound;  his 
religion  was  "always  utterly  private  and  personal"  and  yet  it  found  expression 
in  public  documents  and  speeches  and  was  a  decisive  factor  in  his  decision  to 
publish  the  Emancipation  Proclamation.     And,  as  the  Second  Inaugural  shows, 
it  was  only  on  a  theological  basis  that  he  could  understand  the  war  at  all. 

Lincoln's  religion  is  of  interest  to  us  not  merely  because  we  celebrate 
his  birthday  tomorrow  nor  because  Lincoln  in  some  ways  is  "the  spiritual  centei' 
of  American  history,  "  but  because  his  effort  to  probe  beyond  the  seeminly 
incoherent  and  tangled  stream  of  national  events  in  his  time  can  be  a  model 
to  help  us  in  trying  to  understand  our  own  times.     So  let  us  give  some  thought 
to  what  he  might  say  to  us  about  the  maelstrom  of  events  which  swirls  around  ls. 
How  would  he  understand  what  is  happening  in  Iran,  with  all  its  inhumanity  and 
appeals  to  the  divine  on  both  sides?     What  would  he  say  about  the  blacks  and 
whites  in  Rohdesia,  both  those  in  power  and  those  fighting  as  guerillas?    What 
would  his  advice  be  in  facing  the  Soviets? 


I  think  the  first  thing  lincoln  might  say  to  us  is  th^t  the  words  of  our 
Declaration  of  Independence,    "all  men  are  created  equal,  "  hnve  to  be  demon- 
STTTted  continually.    In  his  address  at  Gettysburg  you  may  remember  that  he  said 
oar  nation  had  been  dedicated  "to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equaL 


That  word  "proposition"  is  a  mathematical  term,  used  in  geometry,  and  means 
something  which  needs  to  be  demonstrated.      It  is  not  the  word  that  Thomas 
Jefferson,    for  example,  would  have  used.      He  would  have  said  those  words  are 
an  "axiom,  "  a  self-evident  truth  to  be  accepted.     But  for  lincoln  "in  his  maturer 
years  the  phrase  was  a  proposition  that  v/as  in  continual  process  of  being  demon- 
strated. " 

In  the  early  ISSOs  a  political  movement  which  came  to  be  called  the 
"Know  Notliing"  paxty  spread  almost  like  wildfire  across  the  land.     It  was  composed 
cliiefly  of  Protestants  and  it  wa:S  strongly  "pro- American;"  it  agitated  against  all 
foreigners,   especially  Irish  sjid  German  immigrants,  ajid  their  religioa,     It  was 
composed  of  sea'et  societies,  not  unlike  some  in  recent  times,   sjid  one  of  whose 
names,   "The  Oder  of  the  Staj  Spajigled  Banner,  "   give^  a  clue  to  the  type  of  patriots 
they  were.     The  whole  political  scene  was  in  flux--the  old  line  Whigs,  to  v/hich 
lincoln  had  belonged,  were  breaking  up;  abolitionism  was  on  the  rise;  the 
Dcmocr3J;s  were  splitting  north  ajad  south,     Mosij  of  Lincoln's  old  political  friends 
in  Springfield  v/ere  Know  Nothings  and  they  appealed  sbongly  even  to  Mi^,   lincolno 
But  when  a  fiiend  in  Kentxicky  asked  about  lincoln's  own  stand  he  replied, 

I  3jn  not  a  Know-Nothing;  that  is  certain  „  o  Oux  progress  in  degeneracy 
■    appears  to  me  to  be  pretty  rapid.     As  a  nation  we  began  by  declaring 
th^.t  'all  m.en  axe  created  equal.  '    We  now  piactically  read  it  'all  men 
axe  Q^eated  equal  except  ne^oes,  '    When  the  Know-nothings  get  con- 
trol, it  will  read  'all  men  are  created  equal,  except  negixjes  ajid 
foreigners  and  Catholics.  ' 

You  see  what  W35  on  his  mind:  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal 
W3S  being  tested  ajid  needed  fresh  demonstraiioru, 

It  is  still  being  tested;  it  is  still  a  proposition  to  be  demonstrated,  not 
an  axiom  to  be  assumed.     It  is  being  tested  in  our  school  system;  it  is  being 
tested  in  the  way  women  axe  having  to  fight  for  rights,  it  is  being  tested  in   the 
way  we  are  for  human  rights  in  Russia  or  Cuba  but  not  so  outspoken  about  them 
in  Iraji  or  South  Afi'ica,     It  is  being  tested  in  our  attitude  tov;^ai'd  the  Moonies  or 
Hare  Krish;i.5<.  It  is  tested whejEver bigotry  or  prejudice  or  fear  or  half-he artedness 
or  privilege  reads  it  with  mental  reservations  or  cautiously  deems  it  inexpedient. 
It  is  a  proposition  we  have  to  demonsti'ate  afresh  every  day. 

II 

I  think  a  second  thing  lincoln  might  say  to  us  from  his  own  religious 
pei'spective  is  that  the  unrest,  the  disorder,  the  terrible  tensions  of  our  time 
axe  God's  judgment  on  our  evil  ways,   ajid  his  punishment  designed  to  end  those 
evil  ways.    That  was  his  conclusion  about  the  awful  tfagedy  and  misery  and  cost 
of  the  Civil  WaTo     He  could  only  rmderstand  it,  finally,   as  the  just  judgment  of 
God  upon  the  evil  of  slavery  and  a  punishment  intended  to  bring  about  its  removalo 
It  was  not  a  judgment  upon  the  south  alone,  but  aJso  on  the  noith,  for  the  north 
had  prospered  on  the  raw  materials  that  slavery  fed  into  its  factori ''-';,     He  argued 
this  publicly  in  the  Second  Inaugural  Address,  but  he  had  come  to  that  concluj-icn 
in  his  own  mind  at  least  a  year  before: 

If  we  shall  suppose  that  American  slavery  is  one  of  those  offenses  which, 
in  the  pro'.ddence  of  God,  miost  needs  come,    but  which,  having 
continued  thi'ough  his  appointed  time,  he  now  wills  to  remove,  and 
that  he  gives  to  both  North  and  South  this  fcenible  war,   iS  the  woe  due 
to  those  by  who'^n  the  offense  camie  ,  shall  \/e  discexn  therein  any  de- 
pailrui'e  torn  those  divine  attributes  wlach  the  believers  in  a  living  God 
always  ii^cribe  to  him?    Fondly  do  we  hope --f ever ently  do  wc  pray-- 
that  this  mighty  scouxge  of  wai'  may  speedily  psss  dvv  avo     Yet,  if  Cod 
wills  that  it  continue  until  alTthe  wealth  piled  by  the  bondsman's  two 
hundied  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  coil  shall  be  sunk,   and  until  evexy 
drop  of  blood  di'awn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drav/n  with 
the  sword,  as  v/as  said  thi'ee  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said. 


'The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether.  ' 

That  is  another  way  of  saying  that  humanity  reaps  what  it  sows  (Gal  6:7). 
When  one  thinks  of  the  oppression  and  cruelty  and  arrogance  and  avarice  that 
Western  white  nations  have  shown  for  three  or  iova  hundred  years  in  Asia  ajid 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East,  it  is  not  really  very  surprising  that  so  many  Asiatics 
and  Africans  and  Middle  Easterners  are  not  now  particularly  friendly  to  us,  refuse 
to  listen  to  economic  or  any  other  kind  of  reason,    and  that  some  are  blind  to 
the  obvious  fact  that  Communist  support  is  only  ajiother  form  of  self-serving 
colonial  imperialism. 

Pegjl  Buck  was  the  daughter  of  a  missionary  family  and  grew  up  in  the 
Client  a  couple  of  generations  ago.     In  her  autobiography  she  told  about  an 
incident  she  observed  while  traveling  on  a  train  in  India: 

In  the  compartment  next  to  me  was  an  English  captain, .  „  When  the 
train  stoppedj  crying  beggars  ajid  shouting  vendors  crov/ded  as  usual 
gjouad  the  windowSo . .  tiying  to  earn  a  few  anna  to  buy  food,   Th^ 
Captaino , .  carried  a  rawhide  whip  and  he  ran  out  upon  the  platform 
and  be^t  off  the  naked  Indiajis  with  viciouis  blows.  „ .  'How  can  you  be 
so  cruel?'  I  demanded.     'They  have  not  hurt  you,   and  they  are  only 
trying  to  get  a  little  moneys     There  is  no  law  against  that,  '    He  was 
astonished  for  a  momentj  then  he  shrugged  his  shoulders,     'Filthy 
beasts! '    Anger  cgjne  to  my  aid,   'Someday, '  I  said,   'otVier  white  men 
and  women  and  children,  quite  innocent,  will  suffer  for  what  you  axe 
doing  now. ' 

There  is  little  reason  to  think  that  that  was  an  isolated  incident,  but 
rather  only  all  too  typical,   and  all  the  good  our  missionaries  and  economic  aid, 
and  techhological  assistance,   and  all  the  rest  has  done  has  not  yet  obliterated 
those  memories.     And  what  ova  children  will  yet  reap  because  of  the  machinations 
of  the  C  lA  causes  one  to  tremble. 

lincoln  would  not  shrink  from  the  stem  estimate  that  humanity  is  under 
judgment  in  our  time;  we  are  reaping  what  we  and  our  fathers  have  sown;  but 
he  did  believe  that  the  purpose  of  the  suffering  and  turmoil  was  to  reform  us, 
and  that  the  sooner  the  abuses  stopped  the  sooner  the  punishing  strife  would  stop 
also. 

Ill 

The  third  thing,   and  the  most  certain  I  think,  that  Lincoln  might  say 
to  us  is  that  God's  will  is  going  to  prevail.    Thst  was  a  cornerstone  in  his  own 
thinking.  He  wa£  raised  a  predestinarian  Baptist  and,  while  he  "never  became 
a  Baptist,, , .  he  never  ceased  to  be  a  predestinarian.  "    He  believed  with  Hamlet 
that  "there  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends.  "    Phrases  like  "necessity,  "  .ind 
"fore  ordained,  "  and  "destiny, "  and  "Pro-vddence"  occur  over  and  over  again 
in  his  writingSo     So  nearly  as  he  could  tell  both  individual  and  national  lives 
were  under  a  sovereign  God's  control  and  therefore  moving  toward  God's  own 
end. 

After  he  issued  the  preliminary  statement  of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion he  wrote  out  a  private  memorandum,  intended  apparently  to  help  him  keep 
his  mind  cleai>  and  his  resolution  steady.     He  was  under  terrific  pressure;  aboli- 
tionists who  should  have  been  pleased  groused  that  it  was  too  little  and  too  late; 
the  stockmarket  sagged  as  businessmen  thouglit  it  unwise;    desertions  increased 
and  enlistment  slowed,  indicating  thst  he  might  have  cut  the  nerve  of  the  v/aj' 
effori  with  rainy ;  he  was  on  international  tightrope-~in  London  he  was  caricatured 
wilh  horns  and  a  long  tail  and  the  London  Times  "damned  it  as  'the  wrerchcd 
makeshift  of  a  pettifogging  la^vyer„  '"    The  border  states  regarded  it  as  madness 
and  betrayal,   and  the  Confederacy,  of  course,  found  in  it  a  massive  reinforce- 
ment of  its  resolve.     How  did  he  ever  hold  steaxiy?     In  his  remorandum  he  wrote: 


The  will  of  God  prevails.     In  great  contests  each  party  claims  to  act 
in  accordance  with  the  will  of  God,     Both  may  be,  and  one  must  be, 
wi'ong.     God  cannot  be  for  and  against  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time. 
In  the  present  civil  war  it  is  quite  possible  that  God's  purpose  is  some- 
thing different  from  the  purpose  of  either  party, --and  yet  the  human 
instrumentalities,  working  as  they  do,   are  the  best  adaptation  to  effect 
his  purpose.     I  am  almost  ready  to  say  that  this  is  probably  true- -that 
God  wills  this  contest,   and  wills  that  it  shall  not  end  yet,     By  his  mere 
quiet  power  on  the  minds  of  the  new  contestants,  he  could  have  either 
saved  or  destroyed  the  Union  without  a  human  contest.     Yet  the  contest 
began.     And  having  begun,  he  could  give  the  final  victory  to  either 
side  any  day.   Yet  the  contest  proceeds. 

God's  will  is  going  to  prevaiL     That  is  worth  reminding  ourselves  regularly 
^n  ourj)wnti,uiiultuouS-and-unGertaan-tiraesi,^    If  some^among  us  feel  that  nuclear 
power  plants  are  a  mistake,  they  will  be  better  able  to  live  with  the  majority's 
mistake  if  they  are  confident  that  in  the  end  God's  will  is  going  to  prevaiL    If 
some  among  us  feel  that  ComDnunism  is  relentlessly  advancing,  they  will  be 
better  able  to  live  with  their  doubts  and  have  the  courage  to  act  openly  if  they 
are  themselves  sure  that  God's  will  is  going  to  prevaiL     By  his  mere  quiet  power 
he  could  topple  Brezhnev  or  Castro  any  day,   or  cause  our  own  collapse.     That 
he  does  not  do  so  is  an  indication  that  he  chooses  to  work  through  himian  in- 
strumentalities and  that  it  is  entirely  possible  that  his  purpose  is  something 
beyond  the  purpose  of  either  East  or  West. 

I  close  with  this.     In  Lincoln's  mind  we  are  God's  almost  chosen  people-- 
we  have  a  chance  of  greatness  beyond  anything  we  have  yet  achieved  or  been 
given.     Let  us  then  continually  dennonstxate  the  proposition  that  all  people  are 
created  equal!     Let  us  acknowledge  the  judgment  due  to  us!    And  let  us  never 
doubt  that  God's  will  is  going  to  prevail! 

c--Dr.   Raymond  E.   Balcomb 
1st  United  Methodist  Church 
Portland,   Or,    97201 
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'T'HE  enrollment  in 
^  the  fifteen  Meth- 
odist Episcopal 
schools  and  colleges 
for  Negroes  for  the 
school  year  1930-31 
was  4,471,  of  which 
number  2,806  were 
enrolled  in  college. 
The  graduates  from 
these  schools  num- 
b  e  r  e  d     785     last 


—        sprmg. 


Fifteen  schools 
for  Negroes  are 
sponsored  by  our 
Board  of  Education : 
nine  are  colleges, 
three  professional 
schools,  two  junior 
colleges,  and  one  a 
secondary  school. 
They  are  the  prin- 
cipal contribution  of 
our  church  to  the 
education  of  the 
American  Negro. 


il 
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yo'ij  Roberts 


If  He  Were  Here 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN  relied  upon  Methodists. 
|.  The  great  president  said  that  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  had  sent  "more  soldiers  to  the  field, 
more  nurses  to  the  hospitals,  and  more  prayers  to 
heaven  for  the  success  of  our  cause  than  any  other 
church." 

Negro  leaders  of  Methodism  point  out  that  2,000,000 
Negroes  in  the  cotton  growing  sections  this  year  have 
not  even  the  necessities  of  life. 

All  the  johs  have  gone  to  Avhite  folks  or  to  Negroes 
with  families.  There  is  little  work  for  Negro  students 
who  must  pay  their  way. 

More  than  ever  this  year  our  fifteen  schools  and  col- 
leges for  Negroes  and  their  4,500  students  depend  upon 
your  generosity   on 

Lincoln  Sunday,  February  14 

Lincoln  and  the  Negro  race  for  whom  he  gave  his 
life  still  rely  upon  Methodists. 
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THE   WORLD   SERVICE 
OF  THE   METHODIST   EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

740  Rush  Street,   Chicago,  Illinois 
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nPHE  Methodist 
-'-  Episcopal  Church 
during  the  last  sixty 
years  has: 

Taught  more  than 
200,000  Negroes  of 
all  ages  and  classes 
in  schools  through- 
out the  South,  insti- 
tutions which  it  has 
supported,  strength- 
ened, and  standard- 
ized. 

Equipped  more 
than  1,600  ministers 
and  leaders  of  the 
Church. 

Trained  4,500  Ne- 
gro physicians,  sur- 
geons and  dentists. 

Prepared  13,640 
Negro  teachers. 

There  are  22,000 
Negro  college  stu- 
dents in  the  United 
States.  Methodism 
is  responsible  for  al- 
most one  sixth  of 
this  number. 

Ill  iMinill  null  Mini  Mil  II  [iiiiiililiililiiiiliiiiiti 


—The  foIlowlDK  story  about  rrnsidcnt  Lincoln 
is  certainly  oharacterisDic.  Soon  after  he  wuet  to 
AVasbiDKtou  be  attended  tlie  Foundry  churcli,  oc- 
cupjiuj;  a  feat  williin  tUe  altar,  wbilo  Ut.sbop 
Siujp^ou  preacUed  a  lulsniouary  scrmoD.  After 
the  collection  was  taken  at  the  close  ot  the  ser- 
mon, and  as  the  con;:rctration  was  about  to  bo 
dismissed,  an  iiicpressiole  brother  rose  and  pro- 
posed to  be  one  id'  a  given  number  to  raise  8100  t* 
make  I'lesideut  l^incolu  a  life  director  of  the  mis- 
sionary society.  'Ibe  proijosillon  was  put,  and 
Brothers  A,  n  and  C  responded  clibly.  But  the 
inevitable  pause  tinally  came.  I'art  of  the  money 
was  waulinii.  AVhen  the  bishop  announced, 
"Who  will  take  the  balam  e?"  the  pau.'ie  became 
bliKbtly  impieisive.  Then  the  tall  torm  of  Lincolm 
was  seen  to  ^i^c,  a  Ions,  bor>\  arm  was  excended 
imploringly,  and  lie  said:  "Uishop,  this  is  the  Hrat 
time  I  have  ever  been  placed  upon  the  auctioa 
block.  I'lease  let  lue  pay  the  balauce  myseif,  and 
take  lue  down.'  ^  i.iA~i>AVi 
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What  Lincoln's  Day  Means  to  Methodists 


nPHROUGHOUT  the  civilized 
^  world  the  119th  anniversary  of 
Lincoln's  birth  on  February  12,  will 
recall  in  fond  memory  the 
life  and  works  of  the  great 
emancipator.  To  Method- 
ists the  day  will  have  added 
significance  in  that  it  falls 
on  Sunday.  It  will  be  the 
first  time  that  Lincoln's 
Sunday  coincided  with  Lin- 
coln's birthday  since  1922. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil 
War  the  education  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Negro  became  a 
national  problem  to  the  solu- 
tion of  which  the  churches  -« 
directed   their   attention. 

The  varied  experience  of  religious 
organizations  in  mission  work  was 
brought  to  the  new  task.  Many  of  the 
problems  were  new.  Time  could  not  be 
lost  in  philosophizing  about  them. 
There  was  work  to  do  and  the 
churches  went  ahead  learning  as 
they  went. 

The  contribution  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  to  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  Negro  race  is  now  past 
history.  The  Negro  has  learned 
rapidly  to  take  care  of  himself  but 
in  many  places  he  still  needs  the 
guiding  hand  of  those  who  have 
been  helping  him  and  without 
whose  support  his  progress  would 
be  slow. 


LINCOLN'S 
.     DAY     . 


Since  1916  Lincoln's  Sunday,  that 
Sunday  nearest  the  great  emancipa- 
tor's birthday,  has  been  observed  as 
a  day  of  special  emphasis 
^^  on  the  work  of  the  church 
^^  among  Negroes — an  occa- 
sion on  which  to  appraise 
the  progress  of  a  work 
initiated  by  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Negro. 

The  first  definite  organi- 
zation in  the  Methodist 
lipiscopal  Church  devoted 
to  this  enterprise  was  the 
Frecdnien's  Aid  Society  or- 
ganized in  Trinity  Church 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1866.  Two  years  later  the 
General  Conference  which  met  in  Chi- 
cago in  1868  commended  the  work 
of  the  society  to  the  Church. 

With  the  passing  years  the  con- 
tribution of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  to  Negro  welfare  has 
progressed  from  unrelated  mission- 
ary activities  to  a  correlated  and 
unified  enterprise  embracing  seven- 
teen schools  and  colleges  with 
plants  totalling  $4,650,000  in  value 
and  $1,700,000  of  endowment.  The 
alumni  of  these  institutions  number 
over    16,000. 

In  this  group  of  schools  are  five 
secondary  schools  and  Junior  col- 
leges, nine  colleges  and  ihree  pro- 
fessional schools. 


LINCOLN  AND  MISSIONS 


A  diligent  search  for  a  precious  cer- 
tificate   is    reworded    with    success 


DR.  FREDERICK  BROWN  HARRIS, 
pa-tor  of  the  Foundry  Merhodift 
Church,  Wairliingtun.  D.  C,  'uld  me, 
"On  one  occa.-ion  wlieu  Bi^hoI:l  Matthew 
Simp>on  had  preached  a  missionary  -ennon 
m  old  Foundry  Chiu-ch,  the  President,  Abra- 
ham Lineohi,  was  in  fhe  auchence.  Someone 
.sufuj^esteil  That  they  make  him  a  life  )iieml)er 
of  the  missionary  -ucicty,  aiid  .I'-'U  wa-. 
•  luickly  rai-ed.  Mr.  Lincoln  aro-e  and, 
-Tretchins  o\ii  hi^  Ifij^'  arm-,  -aid:  'Bishop, 
this  is  the  fir.-i  time  I  w,,-  ever  ]<y.^  on  the 
block — here  is  my  monty.  take  me  ii(!wn.'  " 
It  was  reponed  he  gave  $100.  Dr.  Harris 
added,  "I  would  like  to  have  this  veiified 
for  we  do  not  find  either  the  date  vr  the 
iiinount  he  contributed  on  our  records." 
My  first  incjuiry  was  made  of  liie  mis- 
sionary society  in  New  York  City,  but  no 
one  there  could  give  the  answer. 

I  then  consulted  Dr.  James  R.  -Joy,  li- 
brarian of  the  Methodist  Historical  .Society, 
and  he  told  me  that  he  rememl)ered  having 
seen  a  print  of  the  Lincoln  Certificate  in 
The  Christian  Advocate.  Miss:  Hattie 
Hughes  and  I  found  it  in  the  paper  dated 
May  27,  1015.  Here  was  the  proof  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  hfe  director  of  the 
missionary  societj-  by  the  payment  of  $150. 
In  a  footnote  was  this  interesting  item: 

Mrs.  George  F.  Sands,  of  Cincinnati,  has  an 
unusual  bit  of  Lincolniana  in  tiie  form  of  the 
Certiticate  of  Life  Membtrship  in  the  Mis- 
frionary  Society  issued  to  President  Lincoln. 
The  document  is  here  reproduced  by  courtesy 
of  the  Weitcni  Cttristian  Advocate. 

This  gave  me  a  new  clue  and  I  wrote  Dr. 
Orien  W.  Fifer,  of  The  Advocate  at  Cin- 
cinnati. His  efforts  were  rewarded  by  find- 
ing the  electrotype  Used  in  1915,  but  he 
could  find  no  trace  of  the  owner  of  the 
certificate.  In  The  Advocate  of  October 
21,  1037,  he  asked  for  infonnation  concern- 
ing the  lost  Lincoln  Certificate. 

On  October  27,  Mr.  William  Townsend, 
of  Lexington,  Ky.,  replied  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  certificate,  and  would  like  to 
know  how  and  when  it  wa.s  issued.  He  wrote : 

On  May  5,  1933,  I  became  the  owner  of  this 
original  certificate  and  it  is  now  a  part  of  my 


By  ANNA  ONSTOTT 


,    .  (■jabivdrrtifu^-^- 


/-:::. 


'/—■^ 


7 


President  Lincoln's  missionary  certificate 


collection  of  Lincolniana.  Dr.  Fifer  refers 
to  the  certificate  as  having  been  owned  by, 
or  in  the  possession  of,  Mrs.  George  F.  Sands, 
of  Cincinnati,  in  1915.  Tliis  name  docs  not 
appear  in  the  detailed  and  swom-to  chain  of 
title  whiih  I  have,  and  which  includes  the 
badge  of  the  member  of  the  White  House 
guard  during  Lincoln's  time  to  whom  Mrs. 
Lincoln  gave  this  certificate,  and  also  the  dis- 
charge of  this  young  soldier  from  the  White 
House  nuliiary  detail,  signed  by  President 
Andrew  Johnson. 

This  verified  the  statement  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  had  been  not  only  a  hfe  mem- 
ber of  the  missionary  societ}'  but  a  life 
director  also,  and  the  yearly  report  should 
reveal  the  missing  dates. 

A  search  was  made  in  the  library  of  the 
missionary  society,  which  revealed  the  fol- 
lowing, and  is  also  proof  that  tradition  is 
not  to  be  relied  on  for  historical  facts: 

1861,  President  .Abraham  Lincoln,  Life 
MemlxT,  $20. 

1863.  Life  Director — Abraham  Lincoln,  $150. 
— Mrs.  Abr-^ham  Lincoln. 


In  the  yearly  report  of  1864,  following 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  that  year,  we  no 
longer  find  the  title  "Life  Director,"  but 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  are  now  hsted 
under  the  new  title,  "Life  Manager,"  which 
appeared  each  year  until  1882. 

In  Lexington,  Ky.,  I  found  the  original 
Lincoln  Certificate. 

Having  with  me  a  facsimile  of  the  print 
in  The  Christian  Advocate  of  May  27, 
1915,  I  compared  this  with  the  original, 
which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Town- 
send.  We  agreed  that  the  cut  was  made 
from  the  original  certificate. 

Thus,  we  have  proof  of  the  closest  link 
in  the  religious  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
with  any  church. 


Sarah  Duah,  who  was  to  "become  the  Rtepraother  of  Lincoln*  nnd 
when  Thomas  Lincoln  married  the  widow  Sj^rah  Bush  <V  "aton,  it 
was  another  ^lethodist  minister,  George  L,  Rogers,  who  performed 
the  ceremony, 

7/hen  the  last  ritss  were  pronoiinced  over  the  "body 
of  the  martyred  Lincoln,  it  was  Bishop  ^inpson  of  the  Methodist 
Church  who  delivered  the  final  etilogy  which  closed  with  these 
words: 

"We  crown  thee  as  our  martyr,  and  Hum^^nity  enthrones 
thee  as  her  triumphant  son.  Hero,  martyr,  friend,  farewell," 
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The    following  Lincoln  Story  was   told  "by  Dr .    0-    F. 
iFastor  of  the   First   flethodist  Church,    Mt .   Vernon,    N.   Y. 


Bartholov;, 


Dr.  Bartholow's  parents  lived  on  G-reen  Street,  Urtana,  Illinois; 
his  Mother  still  residing  in  the  old  family  house.  Across  the  street  from 
them  has  lived  for  many  years  Judge  Cunningham.   He  is  still  living. 

Just  before  the  Douglass-Lincoln  debates  Lincoln  came  to  UrMna 
on  a  legal  matter  and  having  been  long  acquainted  v/ith  Judp;e  Cunningham, 
v/ho  was  a  much  younger  man  than  Lincoln,  Cunningham  invited  him  to  stay 
all  night  at  their  house.  The  Judge  and  his  young  wife  had  recently  united 
[witli  the  Church  and  had  set  up  a  family  altar t  They  had  also  pledged  each 
other  that  they  would  under  no  circumstances  omit  family  worship. 


The  young  Judge  and  his  wife  held  a  serious  conference  in  the 
kitchen  as  to  what  they   should  do  in  the  presence  of  Ilr.  Lincoln  as  a  guest. 

It  vjas  decided  that  the  Judge  would  explain  the  whole  matter  to  I.Ir.  Lincoln 
and  proceed  as  always,  ^/hen  the  Jud;-~e  told  ITr.  Lincoln  about  their  custom 
I  he  said,  "Tould  you  be  willing  to  read  the  Scriptures  at  our  family  devotions? 

And  Ilr.  Lincoln  replied,  "I  v/ould  be  more  than  pleased  to  do  so."  He  then 
turned  to  the  46th  Psalm  -  the  Luther  Psalm,  "God  is  our  refuge  and  strength"  <^ 
land  after  having  reverently  read  it,  to  the  great  s\irprise  and  delight  of 
Judge  Cunningham  and  his  wife  Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "Let  us  pray. "  And  he 
kneeled  and  prayed  and  then  closed  his  prayer  with,  "This  we  ask  in  the 
name  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior".     ov-  ^\A^<,i^^^ 
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